EW PREPARATIONS. 





| 





Vol. 3. 


Detroit, January 15, 1879. 


No.1, 








Original Communications. 


Caustic Alcohol. 


(Sodium Alcohol and Potassium Alcohol.) 
By Apert B. Prescott, M. D., 


Professor of Organic and Applied Chemistry and Phar- 
macy, University of Michigan. 


HE, attention of the: medical’ profession 
is just now asked to the ‘claims of ia 
new caustic, another one’ of ‘that cate- 
gory of organic chemicals which have 

been from time to \timé brought forth ‘from 
the musty records-of pure ‘science into the well 
ventilatéd world: of every-day use. As soon as 
the idea is mentioned it is very easy to see that 
sodium alcohol, ‘or sodium ethylate, possesses cer- 
tain striking physiological relations to the tissues, 
giving it novel claims to consideration ‘as a caus- 
tic... Whether a more extended’ trial shall ‘show 
that the peculiar action of this substance on ‘the 
tissués gives it a decided value for some given use 
of a caustic, or-even for-any’ use of ‘a caustic, it 
would, of course, be premature to assert.” Though 
practically new, it: does notireally bring upon the 
tissue a new'caustic; it merely offers a new’ means 
of applying an old and well-known causti¢;’ doing 
this so that the application controls and regulates 
itself. : 4c Yeast 
“Dr. B. W. Richardson, of London, who intro- 
duced “nitrite: of “aimyl,’ amy? ‘hydride; ‘and other 
anesthetics; and? is; known) for’ morélimportant 
work, first published the use of “caustic alcohol” 
in 1870, and has lately explained his use of the 
article more at ‘length, owing to reports of ‘decided 
success iin'its use by Dr: Brunton, and to sofne dis- 
cussion) of the matter in pharmaceutical circles, in 
the present first public attention to the subject. 
he formation, chemical structure, and. the 
theory of the action of caustic alcohol may beex- 
plained as follows: It is well enough’’known that 
when! sodium ‘(or potassium) is dropped into water 
that the’ metal displaces’ half’ the ‘hydrogen of 
the water, which displaced hydrogen’ escapes as a 
gas, with effervescence, ‘while’ sodium (or potas- 
sium) hydrate: remains, ‘This hydrate is, of course, 
an oxide of sodium-and-hydrogen; and ‘jis ‘ ordi- 
nary’ caustic soda.’ Now, ‘when sodium (or potas- 
sium)' is dropped ‘into absolute alcohol, hydrogen 
effervesces away, and an oxide of ethyl-and-hydro- 
gen)'remains, this being Soditim alcohol (sodium 
ethylate), “caustic alcohol.” Avoiding symbols, as 
but little more compact than’ words, the chemical 
structure’ of ‘the compounds in question may be 
presented as follows: 


| Hydrogen j 
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Sodium, and potassium. alcohols, are very deli- 
queecept solids, , crystallizable,, but .melting,,jat 
slight elevations, of temperature. . They. are, very 
different substances from mere alcohol solutions of 
caustic soda and potassa. 

As sodium alcohol is better, for .use, and,much 
cheaper than potassium alcohol,.only the former 
of these two analogous compounds, will be,now 
mentioned. 

On contact with water. sodium, alcohol.,is;re- 
solved into sodium hydrate ;(caustic.,;soda) and 
ethyl hydrate (alcohol), And_ this’ occurs,,-Dr. 
Richardson says, when \the sodium , alcohol) is 
brought in contact with the tissues, and. it,is, the 
produced sodium. hydrate, common caustic.soda, 
that actually does the work as a caustic..,.,This, is 
an old-fashioned caustic, caustic , potassa,, more 
often taken, and, when not held in check, little de- 
serving favor. Jt zs held in check, in the use of 
sodium alcohol (1) by its- (mated. production, from 
the restricted quantity Of water in the tissues; (2) 
by the extreme: drying» of the’'tissues as dehy- 
drated by the; water used |.up;,in. making ‘the! id 
caustic soda and the,anhydrous-alcohol.; Also, Dr. 
Richardson states (3) the, absolute alcoho) coagu- 
lates, the tissue, decomposition. products, ) ibarting 
the, spréad of, the, caustic ; and! (4) the’ dedadnor- 
ganic substances are preserved from: further des 
composition by;the. alcohol. ; aud a 

To.completely stop the,action of :the caustic:in’ 
the tissues, it, is.only. necessary, after removing thé 
applied sodium.alcohel, to add chloroform to: the 
part, when, al} remaining-sodium alechol, and:to 
some extent, also,;the sodium) hydrate, are extin- 
guished...(so,.to, speak); by..formation of:isodium 
chloride,and certain ethers, 

The sodium, alcohol ; is diluted, according: to the 
end to attain, wth, absolute. alcohol; and “¢éan» be 
used so, as to cut, like, a; knife,”’ or so as to servelis 
a mild Caustic, little, more than.a very sharp stimu- 
lant, .Dr.. Richardson. places-one !part: of ; the sou 
dium alcohol to one and-a ‘half parts ‘ofthe abso- 
lute alcohol, as.the |strongest, caustic safe against 
causing hemorrhage, for vascular parts. 

The preparation. will, dissolve opiumy and neatly 
all subsatnees, soluble. in alcohol: } | orl 

Dr,, Brunton, applied the newccaustic to incewvi; 
with marked success. Dr..,Richardson states that 
he has used it in cases of bites of dogs, would re- 
commend it in bites of serpents, uses it in many 
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instances néeding a caustic, and awaits farther ex- 
perience as to its adaptations. 

It may again be.remarked -that no itive 
opinion of its real valué,“compared with other co- 
agulating caustics, is ventured upon,. in this. pre- 
sentation of the unique claims which this agent 
makes for itself, by virtue of its chemistry. In- 
deed, how far ordinary deliquescent causti® alkali 
becomes a constringing and coagulating caustic in 
the form of our “caustic alcohol,’ remains to be 
proven. 

It ts appijed best by.means of a pointed glass 
rod, or pointed prolongatidbn offthe glass stépper 
of’a bottle to keep it Hs ; mext West, by aiquill pen, 
freshly cut each time Used. Glass brushes are apt 
to break off. 

It can readily be —— by any pharmacist, 
with due care, provided only that-absolute alcohol 
and’ metallic sodium are at hand. “The alcohol 
must be very nearly or quite absolute, spec. grav. 
not over 0.795. If the alcohol contains water, this 
water will simply form sodium hydrate, which will 
dissolve in the alcohol. The mixture soon. turns 
brown, and there is little or:no'check to its action 
on the tissues. If diluted with alcohol not abso- 
lute, the water therein will decompose the sodium 
alcohol. It is not very laborious to make absolute 
alcohol from the ordinary, by distillation from 
quicklime, but that is too long a story for this 
occasion. Sodium is comparatively cheap now, 
about one-sixth the cost of potassium. The fol- 
lowing are Dr. Richardson’s directions, in. sub- 
stance: 

Take one-half fluid ounce of absolute alcohol in 
a two-ounce test-tube. Set in a water-bath at 
50° F. Add, gradually, ‘small, cuttings of clean 
metallic sodium until hydrogen gas ceases to escape. 
Then raise the temperature to. 100° F,, and add a 
littlé-more sodium, or until the gas again ceases to 


rise, ee ager to add if crystallization occurs. Cool 


to 50° (The Le ube thickens.) Add one- 
half fluid ounce of absolute alcohol (for the strong- 
est caustic to apply, or more, as needed for the use 
desired), Two parts of absolute alcohol will re- 
quire one part of pure sodium, to make the abso- 
lute’ sodium: alcohol. 

ANN ARBOR, Jan. 3, 1879. 


Folia Carobz. 
(Translated for New. Preparations.) 


HE “Pharmaceutical Zeitung,” Bunzlan, Ber- 
lin, publishes the’ following communication 
by Dr. Ottokar Alt, Hamburg’: 

My attention was first called to this drug by Mr. 
Camillo Weber, licensed apothecary of Leipzig, 
Rio de Janeiro and’ Montevideo, who is ‘now en- 
gaged in business in Hamburg. Daring his six- 
teen (16): years’ residence’ in Brazil’‘and South 
America he has seen the carobe employed by 
the resident physicians in the various forms of 
syphilis with the happiest'results, arfd he induced 
J. v. d. Heide; apothecary of this city, ‘to’ intro- 
duce it here (Hamburg). In my large “practice I 
had ample opportunity to employ it’ and I am so 
extremely well ‘satisfied’ with ‘the results, that I 
take the liberty of ‘calling thé attention of my 
colleagues to'this comparatively new ‘drug. The 
results of the employment of the drug were favor- 
able in ‘all the forms of syphilis,"but they were 
really surprising in old’ syphilitic eruptions, and 
with patients who had taken large quantities ‘of 
mercury. 

In cases which were accompanied by paiiis in 
the limbs the carob was borne well with an addi- 
tion of iodide'of potassium. In Brazil the carobz 
is considered one of the. best alteratives, diuretics 


‘erties. 
‘Thedrug which is knéwn as carob comes from 





and-sudorifics with most extraordinary tonic prop- 
Twill add afew words about. the leaves ; 


Brazil, and consists of long, ovate leaves, dark 
green above and-light green beneath, and strongly 
veined. 

The leaves are derived from a tree, which, ac- 
cording to Sprengel, is the “ Jacaranda procera,” 
and belongs to the family of Bignoniacez; it at- 
tains a height of 30 to 40 feet ; its root is externally 
of a dark red, ingernally of a whitish yelléw cglbr; 
its stemyis gonsiderably branched ; the flowers are 

d and whitein beautiful terminal eymes and have 
an .agreeable, honéy-like/ flavor; the fmit is. a 
woody, bivalved capsule, containing several 
winged seeds. The aborigines of Brazil, and 
more particularly their medicine men (called 
Curanderds)-haye! long known the benefi¢ial effects 
of this tree, and finally the attention of Brazilian 
physicians was called to it. Joan Alves de 
Canerio, an eminent physician, submitted it-to the 
Academy of Medicitie 4t Paris, upon which it was 
taken up in the Materia Medica. The various 
and elaborate experiments made by Doctors Car- 
ron de Villard, “Bompani, Santo, Barros Pimentel, 
and by Messrs, Leyel, Spicks and Martins (the latter 
of whom has given the tree the name of Cybistas 
Antisyphilitica) have been crowned with the most 
complete success: It was also found that the car- 
ob produces appetite; it was first given in the 
form of decoction, 8* grammes of leaves to 360 
grammes decoction pro die. Syphilitic ulcers Were 
sprinkled with the powder of the leaves or painted 
with a concentrated extract. Diseases of the skin 
were treated by lotions or baths with simultaneous 
internal applications.’ I owe these communications 
to the above named Mr. .C. Weber, who was called 
upon by Dr. Santo, Barros Pimental and Bompani 
to make a preparation which: woulde keep and ob- 
viate the tedious. manipulation of..making:.an in- 
fusion. He, thereupon, made ‘an aqueous-alco- 
holic extract which was free from all inert matter 
liable to ferment; the preparation, which keeps 
well, contains in 15 grammes % gramme: soluble 
extractive matter; the. small. .addition- of: alcohol 
gives it a pleasant, wine-like taste. 

This extract is everywhere well received, and is 
also prepared here (in Hamburg) at the laboratory 
of J..v. d. Heide. ,. Fhe: dose .is:a ‘tablespoonful 
three times a day in water. | 


Constipation—A Few Remarks on this 
Functional Trouble, and the Result of 
- Treatment by Cascara Sagrado. 
By F. Guybrum, M. D., Ionia, Mich. 


KiESF the history of man this morbid condition 
has annoyed and discomforted innumerable in- 
dividuals, while,in a great many it has become the 
source of great mischief, and in not an inconsider- 
able number. it has actually. been the cause. of 
death, 

The subjects. of constipation have, been, and still 
are, the subjects of, much, bad: treatment, either at 
their own hands or, at those of quacks, and some- 
times of even regular, practitioners. Usually, the 
sufferer first tries home remedies, after which, in this 
country, he fos to the drug store and. either sub- 
jects himself to the advice of an ignorant druggist 
or buys.a patent medicine. These means. failing, 
he consults a, physician, and -here;.in too many in- 
stances, he is turned off.in a few moments with a 
“ favorite prescription.” Generally, all the physician 
inquires after is how long the patient has been con- 
stipated, and how often he or, she, has an alvine 
evacuation. The question of making a_correct 
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physiological, pathogenic or pathological diagnosis 
is entirely ignored. . When one remedy fails; an- 
other is tried until the whole therapeutical imple- 
ments of attack are gone through with. 

While. infrequent evacuation, or constipation, is 
very prevalent, all who are thus affected'should not 
be considered in a pathological condition. There 
are doubtless many individuals who. have alvine 
evacuations only once in two, three, four or even 
more days, and yet are in the realms of a physio- 
logical condition. . Two individuals may have the 
same number of passages, and one be constipated 
while the other is not. Hence it will be seen that 
care, should. be used before prescribing to. see 
whether we have to. do with a normal or abnormal 
condition, and,this is not always the easiest thing in 
the world to determine. It-is. often difficult to say 
where the physiological process ends and the path- 
ological begins.. This much may be: said, how- 


ever, that physiologically inactive bowels are much' 


more prone to take on pathological action than 
where there is no such torpidity. 

Now it should be remembered that what may be 
designated pathological constipation is not a dis- 
ease in and of. itself, but only a functional derange- 
ment of the alimentary canal, The, causes and 
diseases on which this derangement depends are 
very various,, The quantity and variety of food, 
the process of digestion, the quantity and quality of 
the secretions which are poured into the alimentary 
canal, muscular contractility of the-intestines, ab- 
dominal, walls.and diaphragm, nervous enervation, 
quality and quantity of. the blood, condition of 
sphincter ani, habit, ete,—these, with all general and 
organic troubles that may influence the proper and 
timely expulsion of the alimentary refuse should 
be brought into view before prescribing. 

The conditions I wish more. particularly. to:-call 
attention to in this article are muscular sluggish- 
ness of the intestines and an improper and insuffi- 
cient supply of secretions. | It is well known that,in 
order to effect the timely expulsion of the refuse ma- 
terial in the intestines we must have sufficient mus- 
cular contractility, and that the faecal mass must 
possess ,a certain amount of moisture on its ‘sur- 
face or the intestine must itself be bathed! with a 
moisture or secretion in, order that .the mass. will 
glide along easily. If either one of these condi- 
tions fail the faecal mass will certainly have great 
difficulty in making its passage, and its progress 
will finally, be arrested inthe largeintestines.. The 
bad effect of this. arrest on the general system is 
well known to all medical men. of any experience. 
The cigestion must become. impaired, and. so with 
assimilation. The noxious, materials, absorbed 
from the faecal mass, materially and_ seriously 
affect the whole nutritive, process and produce 
innumerable abnormal nervous phenomena. 

Before giving my experience with cascara sa- 
grado, I wish to.relate two cases of obstinate con- 
stipation as showing what serious trouble may be 
produced, and how easily the difficulty was over- 
come by what I consider rational treatment, after 
every effort for several. weeks previous had failed. 
Mrs. X,, age 34, nervous. temperament, was. con- 
fined of her fourth child some time in December, 
1870. She. made. a tolerable. recovery, but was 
very costive for three months following. A month 
before I saw her in consultation, only a few small 
scybala passed her bowels, once in four, or. five 
days. Her abdomen became flatulent, she lost her 
appetite and strength, and when I saw hey with 
Dr. C.,.she, was confined toher bed. On exploring 
the abdomen I found in the left iliac fossa am ob- 
lony, hard, painless. swelling, of about the size of a 
small child’s head. Nearly, if not allthe laxative, 
hydrayogue and drastic. cathartics. had) been used 





with much more persistency than success. -1,;ad- 
vised warm fomentations to the abdomen .man- 
ipulating. abdominal. walls, and injection of wasm 
water by long rectal tube while patient was’ partially 
inverted, By this method we succeededin bringing 
away quite a quantity of dry, hard faecal matter, but 
this treatment failed to improve our patient, There 
was but little change in her general condition, and the 
tumor diminished but slightly, It was during|the 
second, year that I, had) branched. out on my,,own 
responsibility and this case gave me the,usual anx- 
iety of a young, practitioner’s first difficult ,case. 
My library was, as meager as my funds,,conse- 
quently, I had to rely on my wits.' I preseribed. for 
this patient one pint of good olive oil and one-sixth 
grain. strychnia in fractional doses during | twenty- 
four ‘hours. By this treatment, provided, my. pa- 
tient would. retain it, Lexpected to soften up. the 
hard faecal mass and give tone to the muscular tis- 
sue, of the large intestine.. The. result, surprised 
us all; on the fourth day, our patient began.,to 
have alvine evacuations... Their . character )was 
more like pieces of sealing, wax) nicely oiled than 
anything I could, think of. ,, These evacuations con- 
tinued in large quantities each day until the tumor 
entirely disappeared,!and..the patient rapidly re- 
covered her, health. 

Case 2d.,.Mr. F. was. habitually, costive., for 
some years, but during the last of November, 
1873, he became. worse. ,,.About. the, middle of 
December,, he took,,to his bed. and employed; a 
«S$. S. Curantur who. treated -him: homeopath- 
ically.,in every, respect... He; put him on low diet 
and. opiates, , The;;patient.-himself had noticed 
that there, was a swelling forming. in the right iliac 
fossa., ,He, called the doctor's attention,to, it and 
received the, assurance, that “That'll be all right,” 
He was troubled a great deal: with, flatulency, and 
the, doctor prescribed that the patient, several; times 
a day, should reverse, ends and give the, gas in, the 
bowels the adyantage of gravitation... But this pre- 
scription failed... Another, and regular practitioner 
was called in, and three weeks later ] was called as 
counsel; Patient had become much reduced, and 
was unable to be out of bed, had flatulent, distension 
of abdomen, loss,,of appetite ,and, very), offensive 
breath. . In the right iliac region there was aJarge 
tumor, nearly round, hard; painless and immovable. 
The attending physician had diagnosed it-feecalim- 
paction: in. the,.coeecum,, in}, which opinion,.1 pon- 
curred. . The, treatment .ordinarjly recommended 
in several of our best text-books had _,been-yused 
with good. skill and perseverance, but. little benefit 
resulted, The olive oil and strychnia, were .pre- 
scribed with like happy result,,as.in the fist,,case. 

The treatment prescribed for these two cases 
is original with me, and the result was all that 
could’ be! ‘wished: jdOlw quisous 

I have had under my care-for the last three or 
four years a young lady who has been leading an 
absolutely sedentary life—not-being able to-walk a 
step. She has been the subject of obstinate con- 
stipation for many years, owing) in all likelihood ;to 
poor health and sedentary habits. I,had/exhausted 
everything in the materia medica with but tempo- 
rary benefit. During the early part of last spring I 
saw, through some source which I do not now, re- 
member, a’ few. reports of, cases of ,constipation 
having been treated -by cascara, sagrado.), 1, had 
been deceived by several. new therapeutic. agents, 
either owing to misrepresentation of, the »physician 
who lauded the remedy, or to being; unfortunate jin 
getting hold of a bad or spurious article of the drug. 
and was loath totry this. But as there was nothing 
more for me to try, I resorted,-to it, Lordered 
the fluid extract cascara sagrado.inj half teaspoon- 
ful:doses, with, some) water, or, thin, syrup; three 
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times a day, with the instruction, should this fail to 
regulate her bowels, to gradually increase the dose. 
In two weeks I saw my patient. ‘She looked well ; 
had gained flesh, complexion was clearer than I 
had ever seen it, and she had a daily evacuation of 
semi-solid and molded feces. Cascara sagrado 
has acted beyond my expectations on this unfor- 
tunate girl, and so far has not disappointed me in 
relieving the constipation when it took place. Ob- 
taining such decided and happy effects from a rem- 
edy, I concluded to give it an extended trial, which 
I have done. The cases are too. numerous to re- 
port and I can only give the general result of my 
observations. I have tried it in the young’ babe, 
in the child, adult and aged, and in nearly every 
case with good results—better than with any one 
other remedy or combination of remedies I have 
ever used. I have generally'given the remedy by 
itself sothat I might know what cascara sagrado 
would do, though I have associated it with other 
remedies to advantage. 

I have given this remedy to infants from half to 
a month old in doses of three to five or six drops 
once, twice or three times a day with good results. 

The beauty of the action of the remedy is ‘that 
it produces no griping and. no exhausting ‘effect, 
é.g., a patient does not feel like he or she needed 
toning up after experiencing the effects of the med- 
icine. 

I have not as yet seen an attempt at explaining 
its mode of action by any one. So far as my indi- 
vidual opinion is concerned, I consider it a special 
tonic affecting both nervous supplies, the pneumo- 
gastric and sympathetic, of the intestinal, if not of 
the whole alimentary canal. One seems to wield 
a decided influence over the secretions, while the 
other over the motion. Be this as it may, I shall 
consider this medicine as a special tonic to the in- 
testines and a great addition to our materia med- 
ica until the contrary is proven by the experience 
of the profession or myself. I do not vaunt it as 
a panacéa, but assert that it is one of the best, if 
not ¢he best, remedies for constipation we possess. 

The dose varies. In moderate cases I usually 
begin with fifteen to twenty drops two or three 
times a day and gradually increase till the desired 
effect is produced. In more obstinate or severe 
cases I begin with a half drachm. I usually give 
it before meals. 

I have used the fluid extract manufactured by 
Parke, Davis & Co. which has proved reliable 
every time. 

I also use cascara sagrado asa cathartic in pre- 
ference to the usual’ remedies. It acts gently, 
promptly and without griping. 


Globulus, or, Australian 


Fever Tree. 


A paper read by J, E. Tayior, M.D,, before the Wayne 
County, Ind., Medical Society, Sept. 12th, 1878. 


OTANICAL name, eucalyptus globulus ;‘habi- 
tat, Australia; local or common names, blue 
gum, fever tree, etc.; medicinal part, the leaves. 
The tree from which this remedy is obtained is 
one of the finest specimens of the Australian. for- 
est. It is an evergreen, and'belongs to the ‘natu- 
ral order of Myrtacez, the same order that gives 
us our clove, cajeput, :pimento, and other similar 
products of our materia medica. About one hun- 
dred and thirty-four different species of eucalyptus 
are known and recognized upon the Australian 
continent. In its mother country it grows to a 
gigantic size, corresponding therein in its native 
woods to our big trees of California.’ It is not un- 
usual to find specimens four hundred feet’ in 


Eucalyptus 





height, +The wood is compact, quite heavy, and is 
impregnated with balsam or resin, that gives it 
valuable keeping qualities, and of great use in the 
arts, 

From its resinous character, it is of more value 
for ship-keels than our rock elm, and it is this 
same resinous principle, of high nautical value, 
that makes it of so much interest to the poe 
cist and physician. Besides these general features, 
it has another important one, that of rapid growth, 
for, springing up in a single decade of years, trees 
twenty anid thirty feet in height have been seen in 
four years from the planting time. In Texas they 
have been known to grow from spring to Novem- 
ber to be ten or twelve feet in height. In Florida 
a growth of five feet in four months has been 
recorded. In California, a growth of forty feet in 
height, with a diameter of one foot, has been ob- 
tained in four years’ time. As a shade tree it is 
not of value, as the trunk is so tall, straight and 
limbless, save at the top, that the sunlight always 
strikes the ground even at the base of the tree. 
The curious position and shape of the leaves also 
permit of this thorough permeation of the syn- 
light, a characteristic of the Australian forest. 

The leaves of the young seedling resemble our 
common myrtle leaves, but as the trunk lengthens 
out into its straight and slender form, the leaves 
also partake of a similar formative growth, so that 
in the mature tree they are one inch in width by 
from four to seven inches in length. In color they 
are a pea-green shade, which gradually turns 
darker as the plant matures. Instead of turning 
their flat surface to the sun, as is common with 
our leaves, they hang in a drooping fashion from 
the stem, and so present only their edges. Its 
fruit, preceded by purple-hued and solitary flowers, 
resembling our myrtle flowers, except that they are 
more full of honey than our myrtle, is a reverse 
cone, with four prominent sides, and hangs high 
up, near the top of the tree. It is from the leaves 
and: flowers that the most of the medicinal por- 
tions’ are obtained. » Still, the wood contains them 
all, but in a lesser ratio and less manageable form. 

It is the oil eucalyptol that is probably the active 
ingredient in the different eucalyptol preparations. 
The first experiments upon its anti-febrile qualities 
were made by Dr. Tristany, in Spain, in 1871. 
They were corroborated by the trials made ot Dr. 
Brunel, of Montevideo, and since then by the lead- 
ing practitioners of most civilized countries. Be- 
sides their therapeutical value, of which we shall 
speak further on, the tree, in its living presence, is 
invaluable as a prophylactic to certain diseases 
arising from exposure to malarial miasm ; hence, 
we might infer that those countries to which the 
eucalyptus is indigenous owe their immunity to 
yellow fever, whichis considered an infectious 
miasmatic disease. 

Tracts of: land rendered absolutely untenable 
from’ the ravages of malaria;'may, by the influ- 
ence of the trees growing thereabouts’ be 
made fruitful and healthful. This has been tried 
in many countries, under many varying circum- 
stances, and with uniform succ ss. This is due to 
a threefold action, viz.: the high, open growth of 
the tree, heretofore alluded to, permitting the free 
entrance of sunlight and air about the roots of the 
trees,'the free and rapid growth of the tree, thus 
furnishing ready drainage for the sweltering 
swamps, about which they may be planted; and, 
lastly, by the ‘anti-malarial influence of the bal- 
samic odors with which it impregnates the sur- 
rounding air. The second factor is probably as 
important a one as any in the make-up of the anti- 
malarial influence of the tree. When you come 
to put into figures the amount of representative 
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moisture rene exhaled from one of the trees, the 
result is really surprising. Of course no exact 
computation has been made, but from certain 
crude experiments made by Dr. C. Henri Leonard 
with the maple leaf, a tree of slow growth and de- 
lighting in a warm and dry soil, we are sure that 
this factor is greatly underrated. Assuming one 
grain an hour to be the moisture-exhaling work 
of each’ leaf (and this is less than his experiments 
with the maple leaf would warrant) we have 
then from ten to fifteen grains of moisture daily as 
the representative draining work of each leaf; 
multiply this by the total number of leaf elements 
in a grove of eucalypti, and you get an enormous 
product. Gimbert states that a single tree draws 
ten times its weight of water from the soil in which 
it grows in every twenty-four hours. 

Without dwelling further on the anti-malarial 
properties of the eucalyptus, we will simply cite 
the experiments of one of our countrymen, Dr. 
Logan, of Kern county, California, who planted a 
grove of the trees around his premises, which had 
previously been noted for annual epidemics of mala- 
rial fever. When the trees had attained a height 
of a few feet there was a strong balsamic odor no- 
ticeable in the locality, and the re-appearance of 
their usual fevers was looked for in vain, and the 
inhabitants, to their astonishment, have since been 
enjoying robust health. Dr. Logan says that, 
though carefully searching for hygienic causes 
other than eucalypti, none could be found. He 
has since planted all the waste places on his farm 
with the trees, so firmly does he believe in their 
anti-malarial virtues. 

We will now proceed to relate a few cases in 
which we used the eucalyptus as a therapeutic 
agent in our own practice: 

Case Ist. P. M., age 38, colored, came to me 


in the a of 1873 with an old, indolent ulcer on 


the right tibia, lower third, stating that he had 
been afflicted with the sore for three years, and 
had applied many remediés without improving his 
condition whatever. The ulcer was evidently of 
scrofulous origin. I applied the fluid extract in a 
diluted state on a pledget of lint, and then ban- 
daged the leg from ankle to knee, with directions 
to keep the diseased part saturated with the prep- 
aration. Result: inthree months the ulcer entirely 
healed, and has so remained up to the present 
time. 

Case 2d. G. W., age 24, also of scrofulous 
habit, called upon me for treatment July 28th, 
1875, suffering with sixteen large suppurating ul- 
cers on left leg; his ankle then measured sixteen 
inches in circumference, with marked cedema and 
inflammation extending from the ankle to the knee. 
This ulceration had existed for nine years ; he was 
greatly emaciated, weighing 118 pounds, pale and 
anemic, and despairing of ever procuring relief. 
Having been treated by numerous physicians, and 
had received but little or no benefit, he had deter- 
mined upon having his limb amputated the com- 
ing fall. The predisposing cause of the diseased 
leg was probably owing to the circumstance of its 
having been frozen, in 1865. This, combined with 
the scrofulous history, well authenticated, accounts 
for the severity of the symptoms. I prescribed as 
follows : 

R. Potassiii odidi, 3 j. 
Comp, syr. stillingiw, =x. 


Teaspoonful three times a day, and ordered to 
be applied locally an aqueous solution of eucalyp- 
tus, ulcers to be cleansed twice daily with the lo- 
tion and a bandage applied, and kept moistened 
with the lotion, The improvement was so rapid 
that after the first week of treatment the patient 





thought he would be well in four weeks, but in 
this he was mistaken. In six weeks I was enabled 
to discontinue the lotion, all the ulcers save two 
having healed. There was a marked diminution 
in the cedema and inflammation. 

During the height of the disease the odor aris- 
ing from these ulcers was almost as foul as that of 
a gangrened lung, and it was; here. that. the anti- 
septic properties of the eucalyptus was made : 
manifest, for, after a few applications, this odor 
had entirely disappeared: |The lotion was now 
discontinued, and an ointment substituted contain- 
ing two ounces of fluid extract of eucalyptus to 
four ounces of simple cerate. I directed the ulcers, 
and other parts of the limb where redness ex- 
isted, to be dressed with the ointment twice daily, 
and kept bandaged. Improvement continued to 
be rapid, and all traces of inflammation soon dis- 
appeared. I then discharged him cured, and he 
has so remained up to the present. The ankle 
now measured ten and one-half inches ;. general 
health good; weight one hundred and_ eighty 
pounds. 

Case 3d. G, M., German, age 30, applied to me 
May 21st, 1877, with a large suppurating ulcer, lo- 
cated on the anterior surface of middle third of 
the tibia, being five and one-half inches in_ its 
longitudinal and four inches in_ its greatest trans- 
verse diameter., Theedges of this ulcer presented 
a ragged appearance, walls perpendicular, the sur- 
face covered with a thick sanious pus, which upon 
being cleansed disclosed a base of a_ whitish na- 
creous aspect; the inflammation was acute and 
the pain most intense. The treatment adopted in 
this case was similar to the preceding, and as early 
as a day after the first application of the remedy 
pain entirely ceased. From this time, on, im- 
provement was very decided. Four days later the 
patient returned to his work, which required him 
to be on his feet ten hours daily. On August 31st 
he was discharged entirely cured, and, has.so. re- 
mained, 

Case 4th. M..T., had been suffering from gun- 
shot wound of. upper anterior third of tibia; had 
been operated on several times for necrosis. The 
wound did not heal; there was a decided thicken- 
ing of tissues, and three suppurating ulcers; had 
been compelled to take from two to three months’ 
rest every year. Prescribed an ointment of euca- 
lyptus for local use, and bandaged the limb. The 
treatment had the effect of relieving the pain, and 
in a few days the ulcers healed up (with one ex- 
ception) to about the size of a silver quarter, and 
have so remained. There is evidently necrosis 
existing in the shaft of the tibia, preventing an 
entire cure. He has never lost a day from work 
since commencing treatment. 

Case 5. Was called to treat two cases of scar- 
let fever. The patients were two children, girl 
and boy, aged respectively nine and five years. 
They had the usual throat complications, the ton- 
sils being in a high state of inflammation, very 
much enlarged, ulcerated, exceedingly painful, ,and 
deglutition difficult. Instead of prescribing the 
customary remedies for this throat difficulty, I. or- 
dered the posterior part of the buccal cavity and 
tonsils to be swabbed every three or four hours 
with a diluted fluid extract eucalyptus, one, part to 
three, and was gratified to find that it proved more 
efficacious than any therapeutic agent I had ever 
previously employed, for the difficulty in swallow- 
ing, the enlargement of the tonsils and pain were 
most markedly diminished. 

I might mention a. number of other cases of a 
similar nature where this remedy has been used in 
my practice with great satisfaction to myself and 
patient, but will not tire you with a recital of them, 
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but will close by stating that from the success, that 
has thus far attended my experiments with this 
drug, I cannot but consider it as one of the very 
best antiseptics yet discovered. 

[ Note.—Dr. T. stated that the preparation used 
was Parke, Davis & Co,’s fluid extract.] 


Eucalyptas Globulus as an Anti- 
periodic. 
By Jomw E. Brackett,’ M. D., Professor of Materia Medica, 


Medical Department of Howard University, and Assist- 
ant Surgeon at Providence Hospital, Washington, D.C. 


8 bia the months of August and September 
last, a time when miasmatic diseases prevailed 
to'a large extent both in this city and the country 
surrounding it, more particularly that country ‘bor- 
dering the Potomac river south from the city, I took 
occasion to fully satisfy myself as to the ed of 
eucalyptus globulus in malarial diseases. With 
your kind permission I will take this occasion to lay 
the results of my observation before your readers. 
There were admitted to the medical wards of 
Providence Hospital, of which I had charge, nine- 
teen cases of malarial fever during the month of 
August, and for the month of Séptember thirty-one 
cases, in'all fifty cases. Of thése thirty-two were 
of ‘the tertian type, ten ‘of the quotidian, and seven 
of the’ double. quotidian. ~ ‘There was but one case 
of quartan, and the history of that case not: alto- 
gether satisfactory. 

For some’ reasoii, 1 know not what, eucalyptus 
had never, since its general introduction to the pro- 
fession, found its way into the hospital dispensary. 
I at’ once ‘ordered’ a qutiantity, but only the fluid 
extract could be obtained at that time, and that was 
the preparation used by me. The first case, that 
of a French sailor, was a well-defined tertian, and 
thirty drops of the fluid’ extract was given every 
three hours during ‘'the remission, The first 
paroxysm, or chill, dfter admission into the hospital 
was not perceptibly diminished ; the second, notice- 
ably so, and the third marked only a slight blueness 
of the finger nails, followed ‘by fever of meditm 
intensity, to be succeeded by a gentle moisture of 
the skin. This patient remained in the hospital for 
two ‘weeks under careful observation, but as no 
further’ evidence “of’ malarial poisoning presented 
itself, he was discharged at the end of that time 
cured, 

The second case, that of a boy thirteen years 
old, from the south bank of the Potomac, six miles 
below Alexandria, Va.,; where he had been suffer- 
ing from chills for two weeks previous to‘his admis- 
sion into the hospital, proved a typical tertian. 
The same treatment was adopted, but without fur- 
ther effect than causing the patient’ after the third 
chill to ‘skip one, tobe followed, however, by an 
intensified paroxysm’ at the regular interval. On 
the fifteenth day ‘after his admission-I was forced 
to ‘abandon the ‘treatment, and resort to quinine 
sulph., which soon relieved the trouble, when he was 
returned to his home. 

Case thitd ; quotidian ; a resident of Washing- 
ton, living in the south part of the city, near the 
river, Had suffered with chills for ten days pre- 
vious to his admission into the hospital. ‘Had been 
under treatment at the City Dispensary, but failed 
to’obtain any relief. The paroxysm occurring régu- 
latly' at two and’a half o’clock in the'afternoon, and 
the patient admitted at’ nine in the morning, tréat- 
ment was instituted at once, the patient receiving 
orders to go to bed just as soon as any symptoms 
of the approaching chill became manifest. ‘There 
was no! noticeable’ diminution’ in the force of’ the 
paroxysms the first, second ‘and third days, but’ on 





the fourth a decided decrease in the severity; on 
the fifth an. entire absence of any symptoms, and 
this continued for three days, when the chills re- 
turned, and for one week there was; no apparent 
diminution in the regular, daily paroxysm ; so was 
forced to, abandon treatment.and give quinine 
sulph., which soon brought them under subjection. 

Cases four, five, six, seven, and so on till the six- 
teenth, responded well to the treatment, They 
were tertians; but in the case of the last men- 
tioned, eucalyptus failed as signally as it did in case 
two, with this slight difference that there was.no 
skip, the chill occurring with perfect regularity at 
the same hour on every alternate day. , This was 
the last case, where eucalyptus failed sooner. or 
later, to. give relief, 

Tam perfectly satisfied, in. my. own. mind. that 
there are many cases. of, malarial fever where the 
drug will prove serviceable ; but. that it is not relia- 
ble in every. case there can be;no question, and one 
might say the same of every article of the materia 
medica. But it is not my. purpose. to discuss here 
the merits or demerits of eucalyptus. globulus,, ,] 
merely wish to present a. certain numberof cases 
treated with the drug, and allowing the results of 
such treatment. to show. for itself. 


Cascara Sagrado. 
By J. H. Bunpy, M. D., Oakland, Cal. 


UT lately introduced to the profession, the phy- 
siological action of this. drug requires further 
elucidation. Its tendency is towards the glandular 
system—especially the secretory. I believe it to be 
the peer, and in many cases the superior of chio- 
nanthus ; its action in stimulating the secretions of 
the liver, bowels, and the entire alimentary canal is 
most satisfactory; it. influences the ganglionic 
(vegetative) system, and through this stimulates 
all the organs under its control; it. especially in- 
fluences the portal circulation, and thus is, ex- 
plained its wonderful effect upon hemorrhoids, In 
giving it for this affection, it must_be given in. small 
doses, sufficiently small to fall far below. catharsis. 
It increases peristaltic action by its tonic and stimu- 
lating properties upon muscular fiber, producing 
contractility and tonicity. Whenits properties have 
become thoroughly known, its range of applicability 
will be found to be very wide. Were it a remedy 
for no other malady than constipation, its value 
could not be estimated. In chills, or remittent 
fevér, doubtless owing to its action on the liver, it 
seems to act charmingly, and will prove a valuable 
adjurict in that direction. I haye at the present 
time threé cases of remittent fever, in which, I never 
saw anything act so promptly and_ kindly, as,a 
hepatic and antiperiodic as the cascara. I give. it 
in small doses: fid. ext. gtts. xx, every two hours, 
until it acts upon the bowels. _With aconite and 
gelsemium, it arrested the disease in forty-eight 
hours. In cases in which there is jaundice, dry 
skin, scanty and high-colored urine, with marked 
dullness, and tendency to coma, cascara has in 
my hands been a perfect success. 

I am glad to notice the tests to which. the pro- 
fession is putting this drug, and hope that these 
tests will be continued, satisfied as I am that they 
will result in firmly fixing cascara in the materia 
medica. Itis, however, in constipation and dys- 
pepsia that I am disposed to' place most faith in it. 

The name, though vulgar, and of Spanish. deri- 
vation (meaning sacred bark), does not affect its 
physiological action. 1 have sent such specimens 
as I have been able to obtain to Prof. Scudder, and 
hope he may be able.to name it, as without the 
flower, I am myself unable to do so, .1 trust we 
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shall have further reports on the: remedy from all 
sources.—October, 1878. 

[NoTE.—Since receiving the above communica- 
tion, cascara has been botanically located. It is 
the Rhamnus Purshiana.—ED. | 


Berberis Aquifolium. 
By J, H. Bunpy; M..D,, Oakland, Cal. 


‘INCE I introduced this.drug some two or three 
years ago, and advised the medical profession 
of its real physiological action, much has been 
written upon the subject, and in many instances, 
no doubt, by parties who never took a dose of the 
drug themselves. One writer states it .to, have 
been in repute as a domestic remedy for rheuma- 
tism ; and that z¢ zs not as drastic as podophyllin, 
but that its properties remind him of zt, A xre- 
minder is a good thing, but a test is better. After 
reading the article I concluded to make the test, 
and sée to what extent it would produce catharsis. 
Having a fluid extract just prepared from the recent 
drug, I commenced by taking one tablespoonful of 
it. In one hour I took another tablespoonful, and 
so on until 1 had two ounces. I commenced at Io 
A. M., and my bowels moved the next morning as 
usual after breakfast. Not satisfied with this, I 
commenced and took it the second day in the same 
manner. My bowels. moved; the next morning as 
usual after breakfast. Now, if the drug is cathar- 
tic why did it not have even a laxative effect ? The 
effect it did have was. as follows: It raised my 
pulse to 98, and I became sleepy and had consider- 
able pain in my limbs, felt constantly hungry, but 
still could not eat. This lasted all day, and to- 
wards morning I took milk porridge and relished 
it. The second day (consecutively) I took it again 
as above stated. It produced the same stupor, 
and started the action of my kidneys to a wonder- 
ful extent, though the bowels moved as usual. It 
also produced tremor of my hands'and arms with 
a feeling that I could not lift or hold them up; in 
fact, as nux vomica affects me when J take 10 or 
15 drops. If the drug is cathartic, the writer must 
have used some other spectes.. Mine I know to be 
true to name and» made from the fresh root, and 
the test. was sufficient in the amount taken. 

Berberis is one of the most powerful alteratives 
and tonics we have,. Experience has taught this, and 
by..it. we. certainly must! be guided. It increases 
waste and repair rapidly, stimulating digestion! and 
assimilation, and exciting absorption. The prac- 
titioner, of course, would.combine it with other 
drugs to meet the indications in the case in hand. 
In the treatment of a case of syphilis a Singté remedy 
might not be.all that was necessary. There might 
be constipation, there might be a failure in the 
digestive and assimilative forces ; there might be a 
want, of, absorption dependent upon the nervous 
énervation. ‘These, of course; must be: met by 
proper remedies in combination with the: specific 
drug if the practitioner expects to succeed. 

I have recently treated: another case of ‘salt- 
rheum with the berberis; and in to weeks have 
completely cured the sufferer, who says he never 
feltso well-in his life. The place of berberis in 
materia medica is among the alteratives and tonics. 

I have: used it in several cases of phthisis (pul- 
monary), and find it to be an excellent tonic and 
stimulant. 

I am testing three of the hemizonias, and) by 
next summer hope to bring them to the notice of 
the profession; and if introduced they will prove 
as valuable as the yerba santa, berberis  grindelia 
Squarrosa, cascara and yerba reuma that I have 
brought to notice} for suffice it to say, they will 





not be introduced until after they have been 
thoroughly tested.— October, 1878. 


Fluid Extract Cascara Sagrado. 
By Wrisoy J. Bean, M. D., Columbus, Ohio. 

ENTLEMEN of the medical profession, I do not 

hesitate for a’moment to raise my voice’ in fa- 
vor of @ascata ‘sagrado, for constipation. of ‘the 
bowels, in every variety or whatsoever form that is 
suré to present itself to the intelligent physician 
for treatment. Through all of myprofessional years 
of active practice and experience I have been more 
bothered and perplexed with constipation than 
with all other diseases;eombineds With the field 
of medicine before,me,.and the knowledge to com- 
pound them in their various forms, I have net 
been able to accomplish a cure, satisfactory either 
to myself or to the patient; and almost invariably 
such cases are ladies., I will now report one case 
of constipation, which was the worst I have ever 
met with, that of a Mr. W , living. at, 65 
West Broadway, of this city, who had_ passed 
through the hands of two very intelligent resident 
physicians, the last of whom had’ pronounced the 
trouble cancer of the stomach, and had treated 
him three weeks for the same, .The man declined 
every hour, and in fact at last failed to get any 
action whatever from the bowels, either from in- 
jections, or medicine by the stomach, and was, told 
he would die inside of twenty-four hours. 

Sept. 26th, I was called about midnight to 
hasten to his bedside immediately, as his. son, a 
young man, said his father was dying, .As I was 
not at home when he arrived, with the message, 
I consequently did not get there until three o'clock 
in the morning, and the scene I witnessed on my 
arrival I shall ever remember. The room (which 
was large) was filled with people to witness the man 
dying, as they said; but they gave way to pass me 
through the throng at his bedside. I then pro- 
ceeded at once to make a diagnosis of his .case. 
With. an, explanation of what .my professional 
brothers had said and done, and_ seeing the medi- 
cine that was left, I immediately formed an opinion 
as to their course of treatment, Found my patient 
in the following condition: feet and legs cold to 
his knees,, hands and arms to his elbows, ears cold, 
nostrils drawn together, with a cold perspiration 
on. his forehead ; eyes sunken in their orbits, and 


-of a yellowish cast, with complexion sallow, bowels 


severely constipated,,so much, so that by placing 
the hands over the, abdominal walls, the secretions 
could be readily observed, on pressure, in balls sim- 
ilar. to walnuts; and a fever sore (or sores) 
on both limbs, of thirty yéars’ standing. Being 
among the highest Masons in the order in the 
United States, his. condition , called, forth. much 
sympathy from a large circle of friends. I jmmedi- 
ately ordered. bottles of hot water, enveloped in 
flannel, placed to his limbs, and brandy internally 
until he revived, then, I, made the following pre- 
scription : 

R. FIL ext. cascara sagrado, 3 ij. 

Fl. ext. berberis aquifolium, 3 j. 
Ex. malt, 3 ij. 
Simple syrup, 
Water, aa. 3 j. 

M. Dessertspoonful every four hours until the 
bowels moved, and then a'téaspoonful- three times 
daily. 

This, as you will notice, was on ‘the 26th Sep- 
tember, at Which time he had had‘no action from the 
bowels for eleven days. Three days were required 
for the above medicine to ‘bring about a good’ 4c- 
tion ‘of the bowels, making in all fourteen ‘days 
without an action. 
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In conclusion, will my & after he had taken the 
first dose of medicine he began to improve, and 
continued so to do until restored to health, and 
to-day is'about his business in usual good health, 
and whenever he sees me healways hails me with 
“ God bless you, doctor, that medicine did the work 
for me like a charm.” In fact, the fluid extract of 
cascara sagrado is a boon to the medical profes- 
sion, and will rank as one of the most important in 
the physician’s prescriptions. I have, others of 
your new remedies, of which J will report when 
time will allow me, 


Cascara Sagrado. 
By Dr. 8. W. FowtEr, Delaware, O. 

W* know the profession has many members 

who are skeptical regarding the curative prop- 
erties of medicines, and we content ourselves by 
the reflection that this class belongs entirely to those 
who have a limited knowledge of the science of 
medicine. The fault often lies in a lack of ability 
to correctly diagnose disease, and consequentl 
failure to apply the proper remedial agent. tt 
would be well enough for those who are skeptical 
regarding the curative properties of cascara sa- 
grado in constipation to first carefully study the 
courses. of the affection they seek to relieve. It 
seems useless to enumerate the many _ influences 
acting to bring about functional disturbance of 
the digestive organs which result in constipation. 
A careful study and investigation of the peculiar 
mode of living, the various occupations, the vicis- 
situdes of life, cause us to cease to wonder at the 
prevalent deranged and altered intestinal secre- 
tions and torpidity of the liver. Inactivity of the 
intestinal glands, the many forms of nervous de- 
rangement, the pernicious habit of neglecting 
the daily call of nature to evacuate the bowels, 
and many other causes might be enumerated, but 
they readily occur to the careful and inquiring 
practitioner of medicine. A search for the cause 
of the trouble, its removal when found, followed 
by the administration of proper remedial agents, 
and there need be little trouble in bringing about 
a normal alvine evacuation, 

I was induced to try cascara sagrado in a num- 
ber of troublesome cases, and promised to report 
to the NEW PREPARATIONS the result of the trial. 
I have now for nearly a year used this agent in 
constipation of the bowels ranging from the most 
mild to the most chronic and obstinate types with 
the most satisfactory results. I have yet to note 
the first case of failure either in relieving or curing 
the trouble. The requested report coming from 
each individual case warrants me in pronouncing 
cascara sagrado a specific in constipation and a 

otent agent in functional. inertia of the bowels. 
ts tonic effect on the gastro-intestinal mucous 
membranes and its stimulating influence on the 
branches of the sympathetic supplying the stomach 
and bowels are truly wonderful. 

I have found the following a most potent combi- 
nation : 

R. FL ext. cascara sagrado, 

Syr. simplex, aa. 3 ij. 
FL. ex. belladonne, 
Fl. ex. ignatie, aa. 3 j. 


Mix. Sig, Teaspoonful three or four times a 
day. 
In simple constipation I found that cascara sa- 
grado. in twenty, to forty-drop doses, combined with 
syrup, three or four times a day and continued for 
some time, acted not only as.a relieving but as a 
curative agent. When used, fora, few. days and 
then omitted for a short time and then begun again, 
I found the curative action was more manifest. 





Its being so pleasant to take makes it a fayorite 
with children, I could give a large number of 
individual cases with history, symptoms and. re- 
sult of treatment, but regarding it entirely unne- 
cessary, I will content myself by affirming that after 
using it thoroughly and intelligently all will regard 
it as almost if not entirely a-specific remedy. 


Cascara Sagrado. 
By W. O. Bucxuanp, M. D., Oakland, Cal. 

Y attention was called to this new but efficient 
remedy for constipation some months ago by 
my friend, Dr. J. H. Bundy, of Oakland, Cal. Ihave 
used it in quite a number of cases of habitual 
constipation, and with such uniform success that 

it seems to me nothing can possibly excel it. « 
Case 1. A gentleman, aged 52 years, of seden- 
tary habits, consulted me on the 19th of Septem- 
ber last, suffering with prolapsus ani and hemor- 
rhoids of about eight years’ standing. The usual 
history accompanied the case, viz. : had been treated 
by everybody and by every school. Complained, 
in addition to the local trouble, of a sense of men- 
tal and bodily oppression at times almost unbear- 
able. Had a sallow complexion, foul breath, and 
scanty urine. Said he dreaded having a stool, it 
gave him so much pain, and either a severe head- 
ache or palpitation, so that he was unable to do 
anything more that day. Injections formerly help- 
ful were useless now, and he frequently went four 
or five days without a stool at all. I determined 
to give cascara sagrado a trial in this severe case 

and test its virtue once more. I ordered 


R._ Fi. ext. cascara sagrado, 
Ext. malt, 
Syrup simplex, aa. 7 j. 


Mix. Sig. 3i. four times a day. 

Gave instructions to increase dose if necessary to 
procure one stool every day. I saw him five days 
afterwards. He said the medicine for his bowels 
acted like a charm, and as the treatment had re- 
moved most of the pain, he felt quite encouraged 
to persevere with it. The local trouble at this 
writing has left him, and he is finishing up the 
last bottle of cascara, taking one teaspoonful occa- 
sionally. Bowels are now regular, and the patient 
reports that he feels as well he ever did in his life. 
I fear I have trespassed too’ much on your space 
already, or'I could furnish you other cases equally 
interesting.—Oc?. 12, 1878. 


Cedron. 
By James G. Stextz, of San Francisco, Cal. 


HE cedron (s#maba cedron) is a native of tropi- 
cal countries, and belongs to the natural fam- 
ily of simarubacee. It is a small tree with an 
erect stem, not exceeding ‘six inches in diameter, 
branching at the top.in an umbellate form, with 
large glabrous, pinnate leaves and pale-brown 
flowers, in long branching racemes. © The fruit is a 
large solitary drupe, containing a single seed. The 
seed is the part used in medicine, although it is re- 
ported that all parts of the plant are impregnated 
with the bitter principle peculiar to the seeds. The 
dried fruit is light, of a yellowish color, flattish ovate 
in form, with one edge convex and the other nearly 
straight, the convex outline terminating at each 
end in an obtuse point, of which that at the apex 
is prominent. It.is about two inches in length and 
16 lines in its greatest breadth. Within, the seed is 
loose and movable. : 
The seed itself is about an inch and a half long, 
10 lines broad, and half.an inch thick. It is con- 
vex on one side, flat or slightly concave’ on the 
other and presents an oval scar near one extremity 
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of the flat surface. It is hard and compact, but 
may be cut with a knife, revealing a dark brown 
color within and yielding a luster almost metallic 
when cut. Cedron seed is inodorous, but of an 
intensely bitter taste, not unlike that of quassia. A 
French chemist, Mr. Lewry, obtained from an ex- 
amination of the seeds a crystalline substance, in- 
tensely bitter, soluble in boiling water, and neutral 
to test paper, which he supposed to be the active 
principle, and which he named “ Cedron.” 

Cedron is a powerful tonic and anti-spasmodic. 
Ithas long had agreat reputation in its native coun- 
tries as a’ sure remedy for the bites of venomous 
serpents, and such appears to be the confidence of 
the inhabitants of the region in which it flourishes 
that they have no fears of the poisonous bites of 
those-reptiles if provided with this antidote. 

In California and the other Pacific states abound 
five species of. the Crotals or rattle-snake family, 
the bite of which is poisonous. The cedron seed 
is used by hunters and trappers, and others famil- 
iar with its power, as an antidote to the poison of 
this reptile. 

When unfortunate enough to have been bitten 
by a rattle-snake, the bean or seed is scraped or 
shaved with a knife, and the fragments placed upon 
the wound and moistened with some spirituous 
liquor, such as brandy, whisky, etc., and a quantity 
of the bean swallowed. 

Many cases of cure by this means are known, 
and where the antidotal effects of the cedron 
are known, the utmost precautions are taken to 
secure a supply of the “ wonderful bean.” It:seems 
to act by a remarkable tonic power, itself being an 
arterial excitant and thus overcoming the alarming 
sedative effects of the poison of the rattlesnake. 

Cedron is also highly esteemed as a remedy for 
hydrophobia, and cases are known where it proved 
successful in allaying the spasms of that frightful 
disease, after all other remedies had failed of effect. 

As it imparts its virtues to water and alcohol, 
concentrated preparations can be made of it, which 
can be easily kept and transported as well as ex- 
hibited, with facility to those suffering from disease. 
It is also, used with success in the treatment of 
intermittent fever, spasms of, the stomach and 
bowels and various obstinate dyspeptic affections. 

In 1852, Dr. J. B. Thompson, of London, con- 
trolled a case of gout by its use, and Dr. S.S. Pur- 
ple, of New York, has found it promptly effectual 
ina number of cases of intermittent fever, and 
proclaims; that it possesses valuable antiperiodic 
properties. 

The dose of the cedron as commonly given is 
one to, two grains for a tonic or antiperiodic, to be 
repeated three or four times in the 24 hours. A 
Dr.. Herman, of South America, states that he has 
employed the remedy in eight cases of poisoning, 
and that his mode of using it was to administer 
five or six grains with a spoonful of brandy, and 
to dress the bite with the tincture. On the author- 
ity of Dr. Purple above quoted, ten to thirty grains 
can be given every four hours, and in his experi- 
ence no injurious consequences were observed, 
other than in some few cases griping or diarrhea 
were caused, which effects were easily controlled, 
—October 19, 1878. 


The Manzanita of California. 
Ry James G. Sreece, of San Francisco. 


Te flora of California presents many original 
and striking features; the trees, shrubs, plants, 
flowers, and even the mosses, ferns, etc., while 
bearing a general resemblance to corresponding 
orders and genera elsewhere, are here marked by 





strong individual peculiarities; and in many in- 
stances the flora exhibits examples wholly original. 

Sometimes these distinctions are so ‘roadly 
marked and obvious as to strike the casual ob- 
server, while again they are so slight and difficult 
of detection as to be found only by careful scientific 
analysis. In some cases these differences pertain 
to the essential properties of the tree or plant, 
while again they relate to form, color or other ex- 
ternal characteristics. 

The principal reason of this dissimilarity is found 
in the fact that the flora of California, owing to 
its isolated position, is purely indigenous. Cut off 
from all parts of the world by the great ocean that 
borders in on the west, and separated by the lofty 
Sterra Nevada and a succession of arid deserts 
from countries to the south and east, it has re- 
mained as when first shaped by the hand of nature. 

The new-comer from other lands and climes is 
immediately struck with this difference, as above 
noted. The mountains of California are covered 
with forests of pine, cedar and fir, exhibiting a 
great preponderance of conifers over dicotyledon- 
ous trees, these conifers being restricted, for the 
most part, to the seacoast and mountain sides. 

Our streams are bordered with various deciduous 
trees and shrubs, while in the vast plains and 
prairie country of the valleys the prevailing plants 
are graminee, composite, leguminose, with a 
greater number of /z/zaceg than in any part of the 
Eastern States. 

This proportion seems to hold good until the 
foothills of the Szerra Nevada are reached, where 
a greater variety of species as well as genera and 
classes are met with. Here the graminee dimin- 
ish in number, and the cructfere and composite 
greatly increase. Here also the ranunculacee and 
gérani@, with numerous variously colored and 
brilliant Zadzate@ occur; some of the mountain 
meadows, by the great variety of their flowering 
plants, outvying in this respect the carefully culti- 
vated gardens of the East. 

High land or low land,on the wide and fertile 
river bottoms, or in the almost impenetrable 
cafions or valleys of the mountain sides, many new 
and strange shrubs or wild plants diversify the 
landscape and attract the eye. Some present a 
succession of brilliant colored blossoms, perfuming 
the air in spring with rich, oppressive odors, others 
charming by the deep green of their perennial foli- 
age, while others later in the season rejoice in'a 
multitude of lively colored berries. 

It is only of late years that the outside world 
have been made acquainted with the fact that in 
favored California are growing many strange and 
hitherto unknown medicinal plants, an entirely new 
materia medica, waiting for the industrious and in- 
telligent to gather and distribute to other people 
and other climes. 

The Manzanita, by the peculiar shade of green 
of its foliage and showy claret-colored stem, early 
receives the notice of the stranger and is familiar 
to all residents of the State. Experience has 
proved it to be a most valuable medicine, rivaling 
and excelling in its therapeutic effects many well- 
known and costly foreign drugs. 

The following is the botanical description of the 
plant: 

Arctostaphylos. Manzanita. 

Flowers like those of arbutus (but occasionally 
4-merous and 8-androus) except that the 5 to 10 
cells contain each a single suspended ovule and 
the berry-like fruit a circle of 5 to 10 separate or 
separable bony seed-like stones, or else these 
cohere more or less, sometimes completely into a 
solid, several celled, or by abortion occasionally 
1-celled stone; shrubs or small trees, with the 
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alternate leaves coriaceous .and persistent, (in_all 
but an arctic-alpine Species), either, entire or with a 
few irregular teeth; the white, or rose-colored 
flowers in terminal often clustered racemes.— 
Gray, Benth. and Hook, 

A, glanca. Lindl. 

Drupe smooth and glabrous, with a solid woody, 
or bony, 1-5 celled and. 1-5 seeded stone in a thin 
pulp.—Xylococeus. Nutt. 

Erect, 8 to.20 feet in height, much, branched 
(from a trunk sometimes a foot in, diameter ‘at the 
base) completely ‘glabrous, glaucous; leaves rigid, 
varying from oblong to round. ovate and slightly 
cordate, verticle by a twist; pedicles slender and 
minutely hirsute—glandular ; filaments somewhat 
ciliate at base; fruit red, large; the fiye-celled 
stone half an inch in diameter. 

The stems of the Manzanita are of a hard texture 
and of a dense claret color, radiating from, .a com- 
mon center close to the surface of .the ground. 
The foliage is of a. bright shade of green and 
thickly clustering upon the branches, ,, The average 
height is seven.to ten feet, and the peculiar spread- 
ing out of its branches makes the breath of the 
bush nearly equal to its height. 

The wood is dense, hard and darkened in color, 
and when properly seasoned is much sought after 
for the manufacture of canes, umbrella. handles, 
smoking pipes and similar articles, In the spring 
it bears a pinkish-white blossom in clusters, which, 
later on in the season, are replaced by round red 
berries,about half an inch in diameter, of a pleasant 
acidulous taste, being often eaten by the aborigines 
as well as the grizzly bears, hence one.of the names 
by which it oy ey “bear, berry.” ,The name, 
Manzanita, is derived from the Spanish word 
manza (apple) and signifies “little apple.” The 
leaves are the portion of the plant used in medicine, 
When chewed they excite to a.marked degree the 
flow of saliva, and give a peculiar strongly astrin- 
gent slightly bitter taste, afterwards. sweetish. 
Water, and alcohol, or preferredly a mixture of 
equal volumes of each, extracts its active principles. 
The leaves and wood both burn with ,a bright, 
quick and clear flame, which gives forth an. intense 
heat, leaving but a_slight amount,of ash, No 
analysis, has been made of. the leaves, but they 
evidently contain an astringent principle analogous 
to.tannin, Manzanita is astringent and,tonic with 
a specific direction to the urinary organs. It would 
doubtless prove useful as ,an_antilithic, and cases 
have been reported of its having been extremely 
serviceable in gravel, acting, as it, was thought, 
partly by direct action.on the kidneys and partly 
by giving tone to the digestive system, thereby pre- 
venting a secretion or, precipitation of calculous 
matter, 

Diabetes, catarrh of the bladder, incontinence of 
urine, gleet, leucorrhcea and. menorrhagia are 
among the diseases which would doubtless. be 
considerably alleviated, and in the majority of in- 
stances cured. by the judicious use of the .Manza- 
nita, 


Apocynum Cannabinum. 
By Dr. Jonn A. Hennina, Redkey, Ind. 


HIS very valuable remedy,is very much neg- 
lected by the profession, and especially since 

it is offered in the form of reliable fluid extracts. 
I commenced using it twenty years ago in the 
common crude powder, but since its manufacture 
into the more palatable and convenient form I sel- 
dom use the powder. Having employed it so long 
and in-a variety of diseases, and watching its 
effects upon the human organism very closely, I 
can speak advisedly of its behavior. First, it will 





produce nausea and vomiting, followed, by purging, 
with prostration, if given in large doses, In pro- 
per doses it is a diaphoretic, anda diuretic, with.a 
sedative action, Hence it is indicated in almost 
every form of dropsy. It must be given, however, 
only after the system has been properly prepared 
for.its action. 

In order to explain its, specific action, I will nar- 
rate an illustrative case, 1 was.called to see a boy 
aged twelve years, who, had general anasarea, . He 


had been sick. two, months, and , had, been. treated | 


by two physicians, but without favorable result.- ,1 
found , upon, examination, that. the dropsy .ex- 
tended. to every part of. the,.body... The bow- 
els were; constipated, appetite fair and circulation 
tolerably active.. I prescribed one grain podophyl- 
lin and ten, grains of bitartrate potassa. every six 
hours until, there. was, free..catharsis.,| Then, I or- 
dered ten-drop, doses of, the fluid extract apoc. 
cannabinum, every two hours, with, instructions. to 
increase the dose. if necessary to produce. slight 
nausea. I also prescribed: 

R. Sul. quinia, gs. x). 

Muriate tinct, iron, = j. 
Water, 3 iij. 

Mix. Dose a teaspoon three times a day in 
water. r 

This treatment was continued for about thirty 
days, when the patient was discharged cured, and 
is well to-day. I might’say that the above cathar- 
tic’ was repeated about’ once a week. After the 
cathartic is given, the apocynum acts as a powerful 
diuretic. Often the patient will pass four to five 
gallons of water during the twenty-four Hours. 1 
could give seven or eight similar cases from my 
case book with the same uniform results.— Decem- 
ber, 1878. 


Cascara Sagrado. 
By Dr. C. M. Gatuoway, of Xenia, O. 

URING the past year I have had ten cases of 

chronic constipation under treatment, aggra- 
vated ‘by the almost constant’ use, for years, of 
compound cathartic pills and those so-called “ Liver 
Pills,” whose stereotyped testimonials of |“ marvel- 
ous cures’’ are so freely displayed and advertised 
among the masses, and occupy so pfominent a 
position ‘on the ‘counters of the drug stores in our 
midst. A’few of these cases:I desire to report to 
you, and the beneficial results derived from the use 
of P., D. & Co.’s fl. ext. cascara sagrado. 

Mrs. M. for 14 years has‘suffered from rupture of 
perineum at birth of her last child, falling of the 
womb and obstinate constipation, which had» in- 
creased in its pernicious results upon her system 
during the past few years, until life was rendered 
miserable. In July she cartie under my observa- 
tion, and I immediately put her onthe following : 

R. FI. ext, cascara sagrado, 7j. 

Syr. simp., water, aa. 3 jss. 

Sig. One teaspoonful after meals. 

This treatment was continued for six weeks, 
when such favorable results appeared that the dose 
of one teaspoonful at bed time was sufficient, and 
now she reports herself as only needing the remedy 
about twice per week. Her digestion has wonder- 
fully improved, and her strength has returned, and 
she says Shé feels like another woman. 

Miss B. had been under homeopathic treatment 
for two. years before she came under my care, in 
August. _ For years she had suffered from dysmen- 
orrheea, dyspepsia and constipation, and was re- 
garded by her friends and attending physician as in 
a State of rapid decline. I put her on the same 
prescription of cascara sagrado as above men- 











ne a ee 





S, 
se 
d 


r- 
id 








January, 1879] 


tioned in case of Mrs. M., and to-day she reports’ 
herself well: She has felt. no symptoms of dys- 
pepsia for more than one month, and the condition | 
of constipation has entirely disappeared, and what 
to my mind is more gratifying, the dysmenorrheea | 
has yielded promptly to treatment, due chiefly to 
the general tonic effects of the cascara sagrada. | 
She walks. the street. with firm step and the bloom | 
of health upon her cheeks.; She is elated with the 
results of the treatment, and her friends rejoice; in | 
having her restored to them in such perfect health. | 


Button Bush. 
(Cephalanthus Occidentalis.) 
By A. J: Rog, M. D., Taylorville, Til. 


DESIRE to call the attention of the profession to | 
the therapeutical properties of “button bush,” a 
new remedy introduced, or rather an. old remedy 
lately brought to:prominence tothe profession by 
Parke, Davis & Co., and recommended for diseases | 
of the air passages. I have used the remedy for a} 
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number of ‘years ‘in the form of a decoction or tea, 
and have found it to be a prompt and reliable 
remédy in amenorrhcea, dysmenorrhcea and ‘/hyper- 
trophy of the uterus, Should be pleased to hear 
the report of others who may desire to test its 
powers in such cases. In amenorrhcea, as in dys- 
menorrheea, the patient should commence its use 
in teaspoonful doses of the fluid extract three times 
a day up tothe time the menses’ should appear. 
Should there be much pain it should be’given as a 
hot tea every hour until the pain is relieved. A 


/continuance of the remedy as before for two or 


three months will complete a permanent ‘cure in all 


|. cases. It will give’ complete satisfaction ‘where 


everything else fails, and I do not hesitate to pro- 
nounce it as altogether the best remedy we have for 
the speedy relief and permanent cure of such cases. 
It acts as a tonic and diuretic. In cases where 
there is a weak. condition of the whole system with 5 
a disposition to bloat, with sluggishness of the 
venous circulation, this remedy gives prompt relief, 
equalizes the circulation, removes the bloat, reduces 
hypertrophy and accomplishes a cure. 


Correspondence. 


Penthorum Sedoides. 


I have used your penthorum sedoides in a very | 
bad case of bronchial ulceration, with excellent 
success, Very truly yours, 

L. B. BRAINARD, M.D. 

WAUPACA, Wis., Dec. 19, 1878. 


Grindelia Squarrosa. 


I have used grindelia squarrosa in neuralgia of | 
stomach and congestion of spleen, both caused by 
chronic malaria, and find it to eclipse all other reme- 
dies in those difficulties. Respectfully, 

D. D. F. BROWN, M. D. 

WILLIAMSTON, Mich., Dec. 28, 1878. 


Oxytoxic. 

SIR—The word axryfoxtc, on’ page 99, October 
number,.is a very dangerous violation of etymo- 
logical propriety ; the word should be oxytoketic, 
or nothing. Whatsay you? Respectfully, 

Dr. JOHN SPARE. 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. 

[Oxytoxic, or, rather, oxytocic, has the sanction 
of the authorities, and if it is wrong, we should be 
pleased. to be informed.—ED. | 


Yerba Reuma and Berberis Aquifolium. 


About three months ago I commenced experi- 
menting with the new fluid extracts, Yerba Reuma | 
and Berberis Aquifolium, in catarrh; also latter) 
remedy in eczema ; have found them to meet every 
indication of the disease, and all that is claimed for 
their action. Am now using Cascara Sagrado, but 
cannot report as to its good effects, but ‘have all | 
confidence that it will meet all expectations; shall 
be glad to report further in treatment of diseases, | 
as I havea number of the «New Remedies,” and) 
already feel that I would not be willing to practice | 
without them. 

J. H. TILFORD, M.D. 

WinbDoM, Minn., Dec. 20, 1878. | 
| 





Shepherd’s Purse. 


In NEW PREPARATIONS I find inquiries for our | 
experience in the use of capsella bursa pastoris | 


|(shepherd’s purse). It will be found one of the 


best articles known for the removal of. “kidney 
sand,” oedema of lower extremities, reddish deposit 
of urine, in suppression or retention of urine, 


especially in children ; severe scalding, especially 


in women, following menstrual period ; in irrita- 


‘tion of the neck of the -bladder,, with’ sense of 


weight and fullness; in general dropsy, following 
scarlet fever, it brings prompt relief. Have used, it 
in all of the above conditions with marked. relief 
and success. ,My usual prescription was: 
R. F. capsella bursa pastoris, z j. 
Glycerine, = j. 
Mix. Sig. Twenty drops three times a day. 
Let us hear from others. . 
A. F. ELLIOT, M. D. 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn,, Dec. 10, 1878, 
Cascara Sagrado. 

Since my last letter I have made use of Cascara 


| Sagrado in habitual constipation of delicate per- 


sons; prescribed berberis aquifolium in two cases 
of obstinate salt) rheum and. other disgusting skin 
diseases in adults and children; also prescribed 
urtica dioica as a diuretic; yerba santa and grin- 
delia robusta in somencases’ of asthma in: the old 
and middle-aged; the former remedy: in a good 
many laryngeal and bronchial affections, and I may 


/say ali of them with the most gratifying results. 


Mr. Editor; I: wish you that grand result you so 
greatly deserve in your noble enterprise, and hope 
that in due time every thoughtful physician in the 
United States will become thoroughly acquainted 


| with your new preparations, give them a fair 


trial and be pleased with the desired effects result- 
ing from their administration in various most im- 
portant and tedious diseases, in which most of the 
known officinal means so often desert us. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
HENRY NICHELL, M. D. 
BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1878. 


New Preparations. 


I wish to say that IT am well pleased with the 
journal, NEW PREPARATIONS. I am and have 
been using in my practice a number of new 
preparations, viz.; fluid extracts yerba santa, grin- 
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delia . robusta, berberis._ aquifolium, eucalyptus, 
cereus bonplandii, cascara sagrado, and damiana. I 
have been more than pleased with the above reme- 
dies, I instruct my druggist to specify Parke, 
Davis & Co.’s preparations, I have made constant 
use of sulph. cinchonidia. ‘The past summer and 
fall we have hada vast amount of malarial fever, 
intermittent of every type—many cases very. obsti- 
nate. . In every case, which has been near five hun- 
dred, I have used the. sulph. cinchonidia, and it 
has not failed me. 1 have: not made any use of 
quinine. I do not. know that I ever shall again, I 
like the .cinchonidia so much better. It does not 
affect the nervous. system as does quinine. Yours, 
etc., 
J. L. SCOTT, M. D. 
WHITE ROCK, Kansas, Nov. 13, 1878. 





Capsella Bursa Pastoris (Shepherd’s Purse). 


In reply to. the inquiry of Dr. W. C. Griffith, of 
New Castle, Dixon county, Neb., in correspondence 
on page 84, NEW PREPARATIONS for October, I 
would say that at the time when I was an appren- 
tice of pharmacy in Prussia (1836 to 1840), the 
herb of Capsella Bursa Pastoris (Shepherd's 
Purse) was still semi-officinal. It was mostly 
bought as a family medicine, and now and then 
one of the older physicians would prescribe an in- 
fusion of it in caluelms with cochlearia officinalis, 
The active principle of the bursa is a volatile oil, 
which to some extent dissolves in hot water, and is 
an antiscorbutic. It is nearly, if not wholly, iden- 
tical with the oil of cochlearia officinalis, c. armora- 
cea, the lepidiums, nasturtiums, brassica, raphanus, 
sinapis, and most all the rest of the plants of the 
Linnean class tetradynamia (nat. syst., cruciferz). 
The bursa is in later years omitted in the pharma- 
copeeia Germanica, as there may be found almost 
anywhere and easy of excess a great many plants 
containing more of the volatile oil mentioned than 
the bursa. 

JOHN THOMPSON, 
Apothecary. 
CusTar, O., Oct. 3: 1878. 


Damiana.— Yerba Santa.—Grindelia Robusta. 


A gentleman aged 60 years had an extremely 
severe attack of orchitis from traumatic origin af- 
fecting the left testicle, and causing great disten- 
sion of the scrotum. When the inflammation sub- 
sided the right testicle underwent softening from 
pressure, and rapidly atrophied,.being reduced to 
the size of a small hazelnut. The gentleman ap- 
plied to mein this condition:and I put him him on 
fluid extract of damiana, one-half drachm doses, 
but subsequently increased to onedrachm. In two 
weeks. he reported marked improvement, and in 
two weeks more the atrophied testicle was restored 
nearly to its former size and consistence. He has 
since entirely recovered. 

The yerba santa I have been trying in a number 
of. cases with favorable results in all. It is an 
efficient expectorant without nauseating proper- 
ties, and has proved especially useful in one case 
of phthisis. 

So far as I have had oceasion to test the grindelia 
robusta, it has yielded excellent results, greatly 
—_-, a most severe and obstinate case of asth- 
ma which had defied all the usual and many un- 
usual remedies. It was in this instance especially 
efficient in preventing the recurrence of the parox- 
ysms when administered continuously for several 


weeks, 
BOARDMAN REED, M. D, 
ATLANTIC City, N. J. 


Journal, 


Your esteemed favor reached me in due ‘season, 
and in reply would say that I consider it only my 
duty to record my testimony in your journal and 
thereby attract the attention as far as possible of the 
profession by giving publicity to facts touching the 
therapeutic action of any new drugs (introduced 
as yours have been) as soon as ascertained by indi- 
vidual ‘experience, and I certainly do think that 
your journal deserves not only our a? but 
our especial esteem, in furnishing us with new 
drugs in a reliable form, and as far as I am con- 
cerned you may depend on hearing from me just 
as fast as my experience reveals any facts touching 
the therapeusis of any of your new preparations, 
as such testimony would be strictly orthodox and 
entirely out of the realm of empiricism. Facts 
are not as easily changed as opinions. 

I was talking with a nie J practitioner 
last Sunday night, Dr. Baldwin, of Concord, in 
this county; his experience with berberis aquifolium, 
grindelia robusta, cascara sagrado and jaborandi 
has been more extensive and quite as satisfactory 
as my own. He stated that he had cured a case 
of Bright’s disease with jaborandi. I asked him 
if he was sure his diagnosis was correct, and if he 
had-made such analysis of the urine as would in- 
sure him against error, and his answer was that he 
had, and that after having had good counsel and 
giving up all hopes he thought of and gave jabor- 
andi, with results beyond any reasonable expecta- 
tions. I told him to report the case and to be sure 
and give the analysis, etc., and he said he would. 

I will be pleased to have you send me two eight 
ounce bottles of cascara sagrado, preparing each 
bottle thus: 

R. FI ex. cascara sagrado, f. 2 ij. 
Ext. malt, f. 3 vj. 


M.. This is the formula by which you prepared 
the last for me, and, which my wife has taken with 
the most satisfactory results, and strange to. say 
that the dose is now reduced to one teaspoonful at 
bed time. Usually the reverse is the case, and larger 
doses needed, but in her case with cascara she has 
to take less. I never gave her in my life any.med- 
icine that did her so. much good. Please address 
to W. A. S. WILLIAMS, M. D. 

BALDWIN, Jackson county, Mich., Dec. 5, 1878. 


Cascara Sagrado—Fluid Extract Jaborandi. 


Inclosed find one dollar for your valuable jour- 
nal for 1879. Could not do without it; it is of 
rare value to the medical profession. In the past 
twelve months I have used and tested thoroughly 
a number of the new remedies, and cases that I 
have heretofore dreaded are now to me a pleasure 
to prescribe for. 

Case 1st. Mr. R. C. N., aged about 50, has 
been troubled with habitual constipation of the 
bowels for twenty years. Injections, cathartics, and 
eusty ping else of no avail; in all these long twenty 
years he has not had a natural evacuation of the 
bowels. He consulted me, I gave him 

R. Cascara sagrado, 2 ij. 
Ext. malt, ij. 
And ordered him to take one teaspoonful four 
times daily until his bowels acted freely and then 
lessen the number of doses, and also to take less 
per dose. He used that, got a second bottle, and 
October 20th’ i gave him a third bottle, and he 
uses but one-half teaspoonful every third or fourth 
day, with from one’to three evacuations each day. 

Case 2d. Mrs. S. M. C., middle-aged, has been 

troubled with habitual constipation for years, and 








had given up of ever getting anything to help her 
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until I prescribed the cascara sagrado to her, and 
she has used. but one two-ounce bottle and com- 
menced on the second, and expressed herself per- 
fectly delighted with the medicine, and also ex- 
pressed herself as being cured. The last bottle 
she got was merely to keep in the house in case of 
necessity. 

I will add that I could give many more cases 
with the same good results, but suffice these two 
cases for the present. Cascara is also an efficient 


remedy in hemorrhoids ; I could give a number of 
cases cured by its use. 
Fluid extract of jaborandi is not only an excellent 





thing in troubles. of the kidneys, but it is also very 
useful in fevers, especially in continued and typhoid. 
I have had the best results from it, and have tried 
it in three hundred cases or more, and would re- 
commend the use to my medical brethren. I have 
also used fluid extract yerba santa, grindelia ro- 
busta, evening primrose, five-flowered gentian and 
several others with the same happy results ; would 
not like to do without them. I can treat cases 
more successfully and with better satisfaction to 
my patients than I could before I commenced the 
use of them. WM. M. BEAVER, M. D. 
St. CHARLES, Iowa, Nov. 5th, 1878. 
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, Editorial. 


! il { 
Greeting. 

HE readers of NEW PREPARATIONS have 
learned ere this that a change has been 
made in its editorial management, as well 
as in the frequency of its issue. By request 

of the publisher, the undersigned assumes its 
editorship. Heretofore a quarterly, it will hereafter 
be a monthly, and will make its appearance on the 
15th of each month, and will contain twenty-six 
pages of reading matter, in addition to its adver- 
tising columns. 

Editorially we shall not hold ourselves respon- 
sible for the opinions and statements of our con- 
tributors, Our policy will be broad, and any one 
who has facts to offer, or who has become satis- 
fied that the information he would impart is from 
his own personal experience, can be heard in our 
columns, provided always that we shall reserve to 
ourselves the judgment of their fitness. We de- 
sire our correspondents to present their artielés in 
as conciseand brief a manner as is consistent with |: 
clearness, as our space will not admit of long dis- 
cussion on theory alone. 

It is our purpose to give an unbiased opinion on 
all books sent us for review, and, we trust, one that 
will prove of value to our readers before purchasing. 

In brief, it-is our purpose to make NEW PREPAR- 
ATIONS, in all its parts, a model journal in the 
field it occupies. WM. BRODIE. 





Dialyzed Iron. 

WRITER in NEW REMEDIES proves by a 
series of elaborate experiments, that dialyzed 
iron will not, under ordinary circumstances, com- 
bine inthe stomach with arsenious acid to form 
insoluble compounds. He terminates the article 
with the warning to physicians not to depend on 
“the use of dialyzed iron as an antidote in poison- 
ing by arsenic, because the resulting combination 
parts with its arsenic in the presence of acids much 
more readily than the ordinary antidotum arsenici.” 
INCHONIA is now being brought forward as 
f. a substitute for quinia and cinchonidia by 
reason of its comparative cheapness and nearly 
equivalent antiperiodic properties. Indeed, it is 
still a question whether it is inferior to either in 
this respect, having in the hands of many physi- 
cians been entirely satisfactory in this respect. 
We strongly recommend our readers to make a 

note of this matter, in the interests of economy. 


Cinchonia. 





The» principal : difficultyim thé: way ofits! use; 
arises fromm the disposition of the powder to form 
into’ small ‘Jumps ‘or’ tufts, préVenting its mixing 
readily with liquids. | a 

This. may be, overcome ini various ways. : Per- 
haps one of the best, by which a powder. for “use 
at almost any time can ‘be prepared, is by mixing 
twelve (12) parts of the powder with sixty (60) of 
sugar, and milk, and adding:(1) part.only of bicar- 
bonate of soda. This will readily mix with milk 
or'cream and form 'a'tasteless Compound, desirable 
to use in very many cases. This should be fol- 
lowed by a glass of water, and after an interval 
of half an hour, by acidulous drinks. 


Recent Attacks on “New Remedies.” 


EALOUSY may be a trait in even a good 
man’s character, but envy and the vituperation 
which is born of it, are never excusable. We are, 
therefore, never surprised tosee rivals keen in com- 
petition, and each jealous of his own reputation 
for those qualities which go to make up the suc- 
cessful man of business, but on no principle re- 
cognized among honorable men, can the tricks 
which are sometimes resorted to be condoned. 
These remarks are prompted by recent conduct on 
the part of certain manufacturing chemists, which 
conduct it is our purpose to lay bare. 

It is now pretty generally known to the profes- 
sion that Parke, Davis & Co., of this city, have, 
.within the past few, years been active in the intro- 
duction Of certain new remedies, many of which 
aré now, after having been subjected to the crucial 
test of experience, recognized as valuable additions 
to the materia medica. Notably among these are 
cascara sagrado, yerba reuma, yerba santa, berberis 
aquifolium and the grindelias. After the true value 
of these had been established, Messrs. P., D. 
& Co., by a piece of perfectly legitimate business 
enterprise, effected the purchase of the entire sea- 
son’s crop of several of them. The celebrity which 
they had achieved, and the demand for them, 
naturally led other pharmacists to seek to lay in a 
stock of them, but finding that they had been fore- 
stalled, several of them have sought to cast a sus- 
picion on the merit of the drugs themselves, while 
others have placed in the market articles which, 
on their own confession, are not what they repre- 
sent them to be. 

A certain Dr. W. P. Gibbons, of California, 
lately presented a paper before the Alameda County 
Medical Society, which was published in the Paczfic 
Medical and Surgical Fournal, and afterwards 
copied into one or two eastern journals. Dr. Bundy, 
of Oakland, California, as is well known, is the in- 
troducer of a number of the new preparations to 
which we refer. He is a successful practitioner of 
that city, and his success has evidently stirred up 
within his neighbor, Dr. Gibbons, some of those 
feelings which are, unfortunately for the fair name 
of the profession, too common among its members. 
The burden of Dr. Gibbons’s paper is an assault on 
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Dr. Bundy, and when it is divested of its personali- 
ties, there is really nothing left but. praise of the 
remedies which Dr, Bundy, introduced, and: which 
the writer started out ostensibly to condemn. 

The Michigan Medical News, in an article on 
the subject, ha$ so effectually shown up the weak- 
ness and inconsistency of the paper, that we cannot 
do better than to quote from it: 


“We have given it a very careful reading, and 
know not what surprises us most, the learned, gen- 
tleman’s position or the reasoning through which 
he seeks to sustain it. The position is, to say the 
least, peculiar, and the logic of his reasoning is 
also peculiar, to use a mild term. The paper starts 
out with a promise to prove that certain commen- 
datory remarks in the Philadelphia Druggzst and 
Chemist on yerba santa, berberis aquifolium, cas- 
cara sagrado, yerba reuma and grindelia robusta, 
‘reflect no credit either on the honesty or intelli- 
gence of the author of them,’ and yet, from its 
alpha to its omega, it abounds in praise, by no 
means faint, of the drugs named. of yerba santa 
it says: ‘The drug is known as being among the 
oldest used in domestic medicine by the Spanish 
population of California. It has always been con- 
sidered by them of great value in pulmonary dis- 
eases ait affections of the throat. They regard it 
asa specific in rheumatism, and it also possesses 
slight diuretic properties. . The writer has used it 
in practice for, the past eighteen years, but he does 
not consider that its therapeutic value is accurately 
established. Dr, Saxe, of Santa Clara, has also 
used it in many cases, with good ,results,’. Some 


of our readers may have an opinion of their own 
regarding a physician who uses a remedy. for 
ag are without finding out its therapeutic 


value. Of berberis ‘it says: ‘It is mentioned, by 
Brunsfelsius, in 1530, and Matthiolus, in 1548, 
under the name of crespinus, and by other old 
botanists. | Its medical virtues are co-existent with 
its name.’ Of cascara sagrado, to which he gives 
the botanical name of rhamnus purshiana: , ‘The 
aticient pharmacopeeias’ regarded jit as an active 


cathartic, and, as such, it has held its reputation | 


to the present time.’ Of the therapeutic properties 
of yerba reuma and grindelia squarrosa Dr. Gib- 
bons has nothing to say, although he attaches to 
yerba reuma its botanical name. 

We have failed to discover in these views. con- 
cerning them anything reflecting on the ‘honesty 
or intelligence’ of any one who might recommend 
them. But logic is logic, and failing to find ,any- 
thing objectionable in the remedies themselves, Dr. 
Gibbons opens his batteries on Dr. Bundy, the in- 
troducer of them. “He proclaims the fact that Dr. 
Bundy is not a ‘regular.’ We. must confess that 
we fail to perceive what Dr..B.’s ‘regularity’ or his 
lack of it has to do with the therapeutic properties 
of the drugs. 

Some of the articles at least, and we think all of 
them, which Dr. Gibbons affects to condemn, and 
which the Medical and Surgical Reporter com- 
mends hit for condemning, are quoted in the price 
lists of a number of the most reputable houses in 
the country—houses whose advertisements. even 
the immaculate Reporter admits to its pages. But 
perhaps this paragon journal, like. one or. two} 
others of lofty pretensions, permits “ irregularities ” | 
in its advertisements against which it holds up its | 
editorial hands in horror. Such consistency. isa | 
remarkably rare jewel. | 

Some of the drugs have been given to the pro-| 
fession in’ their popular names, and Dr, Gibbons is | 
displeased at this. He prefers the unctuous Latin | 
to ‘the vernacular. Well, perhaps it would have | 
been more secundem artem to have appended the! 





high-sounding botanic title, if it had been only for 
euphony, but, after all, what’s in a name? Cas- 
cara Sagrado will open a man’s bowels under that 
name just as effectively as when it is written 
Rhamnus Purshiana D. C. 

We will not imitate the example set us by our 
contemporary, the Reporter, and question Dr. Gib- 
bons’s honesty of purpose in his diatribe against 
Dr. Bundy and his new remediés, but we cannot 
resist the temptation. to remark, that .the. paper 
would have been received with more respect on this 
side of the Sierras, where the inside’ workings of 
certain things are better known than in California, 
had the name of “ Mr. C. G: Lloyd, of Cincinnati, 
who is, connected with a. wholesale drug-store in 
that city,” been less conspicuous therein. -;Dr. 
Gibbons’s ingenuousness is very commendable, but 
it reveals the fact that he has, unwittingly no 
doubt, been made the cat’s paw of a designing 
monkey, who did not himself dare fo reach for the 
nuts. -We would suggest to the honest-minded 
Gibbons that, before he again arraigns “the new 
reinedies of California,” because of Dr. Bundy’s 
“irregularity,” he had better inquire into the “ reg- 
ularity”’ of the ‘ wholesale drug store in ‘\Cincin- 
nati,” for which he has been doing yeoman’s service. 

Dr. Gibbons’s animus is too transparent for con- 
cealment. We know nothing personally of Dr. 
Bundy’s method of practice, but we do know that 
he is a keen. observer and a gentleman possessed 
of an amount of that strong, every-day, commion 
sense of which Dr. Gibbons, nothwithstanding his 
boasted regularity and learning (which he gives no 
evidence of), displays a lamentable deficiency. 
While we commend a proper course of medical 
training, and are as great a stickler as any for 
“regularity,” we cannot ‘close our eyes to the’ fact 
that it is possible for some good to come through 
channels which are not strictly “regular.” It is the 
boast of our, profession’ that we are the only trué 
“ eclectics,” that’, being, bound) down by no creed 
nor fettered by any dogma, it is our privilege to 
draw from. any, source. 

Notwithstanding the inherent weakness, not: to 
say absurdity, of Dr, Gibbons’s paper, onthe: prin- 
ciple, that drowning,men:catch at: straws, a certain 
“wholesale drug ‘store, of Cincinnati,” has been 
making, use of it ostensibly to. bring the remedies 
into disrepute, but in. fact to excuse that lack of 
enterprise.on its part to which the insignificance of 
its position among the manufacturing pharmacists 
of. this country is attributable. Dr. Gibbons 
acknowledges that he was Jed ito the production of 
his paper by ‘“ Mr. C. G. Lloyd, who is connected 
with the wholesale drug store” alluded to. We 
have no personal acquaintance with Dr. Gibbons, 
but are surprised to find any mam making the spre- 
tensions he does to respectability, “‘ regularity and 


| scholastic attainments allowing himself to be used 


as a tool by such questionable hands. 

The great point, however, made against Messrs. 
Parke,.Davis & -Co, is the fact that in presenting 
their, new remedies. they, omitted to’ attach’ to 
their common names their botanic’ titles. The 
names under which they have been given to the 
profession are, those by which they were known to 
the above firm, and we are assured that their 
botanical names, were, published. as |soon.as~ ob- 
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tained. The Medical and Surgical Reporter 
approvingly makes extracts from Dr. Gibbons’s 
paper, and is stimulated thereby to an unwonted 
attack of ethics. It may be well, not on account 
of any importance which attaches to it, but simply 
because the question has been raised, to state why 
the vulgar and not the botanical names have been 
employed. Dr. Bundy, while a very competent 
practitioner, is but an amateur botanist, and even 
had he been a professional botanist he would have 
experienced no little difficulty in fixing the proper 
botanic place of a plant, only the dried bark of which 
was presented to him. (We advise an impartial 
reading of Dr. Bundy’s article in this issue.) The 
importance, moreover, of the botanic title to the 
practical’ physician never suggested itself to him 
with sufficient force to cause him to make the sacri- 
fice of time and money which a visit to the Zadztat 
of the plant would have necessitated, and which 
would have been necessary to enable him to secure 
the proper data for the settlement of the question, 
He knew, as we all know, that many of our valuable 
drugs: are better known under their vulgar than 
under their botanic titles. As soon, however, as the 
cavilers raised their objections he took the pains to 
settle the point, and the botanic titles are now given. 
It.does seem strange that a journal of the Medzcal 
and Surgical Reporter's standing should deal in 
such puerile objections. We are pleased, however, 
to notice its sudden spasm of ethics. 

[NOTE.—We will mail a copy of Dr. Gibbons’ 
article to any physician who will send us his 
address and inclose a stamp. ] 


The Ethical Combat. 


IRST the Pacific Medical and Surgical 
F Fournal, next the Philadelphia Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, and finally Tilden's Fournal 
of Materia Medica, When the learned and critical 
Gibbons and the ethical Brinton join forces with 
the designing Lloyd and the pure minded Tilden, 
we advise Dr. Bundy to retire from the contest. 

We congratulate our esteemed brethren in San 
Francisco and Philadelphia at the unexpected sup- 
port and association they find in the Merrills and 
the Tilden. Indeed it is a touching spectacle to 
see the venerable and immaculate exponent of the 
virtues of ‘Bromo Chloralum,” ‘“Iodo-bromide 
Calcium Comp.,” “ Firwien” and “ Diphtherine,” 
white plumed and cased in the armor of pro- 
fessional chastity, tottering into this ethical arena, 
while defiantly blowing his challenge blast in de- 
fense of Dr. Gibbons. 

Let us pray that the antagonists will deal gently 
with the ancient champion, and not feel too closely 
for the vulnerable points in his armor. 

It is not often that we apologize to our readers 
for clipping from the columns of the Yournal of 
Materia Medica—but in this instance we trust 
they will pardon us for the insertion of the follow- 
ing extracts, which are too rich to be hidden from 
our readers. (The italics are our own.) 


I have this day mailed you the Pacific Medical 
and Surgical Journal for October, which doubtless 





you have seen ; it contains an important article on 
the Materia Medica of California, by Dr. Gibbons, 
Chairman of the Section on Materia Medica of 
the State Society, and it is but due to the medical 
profession of the United States, that it be published 
in all the journals; perhaps I am asking too much 
of one, who, while conducting one @f the most in- 
teresting journals published in this country, you 
are likewise connected with the oldest manufactory 
of medicinal preparations, and perhaps interested 
in the manufacture of the articles referred to; but 
I have regarded you, from the tone of your publi- 
cations, cautious and conservative,and have ob- 
served in the journal very little concerning them, 
It would appear that one Dr. Bundy has filled the 
pages of the advertising publication of Parke, Davis 
& Co., of Detroit, called NEW PREPARATIONS, full 
of exaggerated accounts of California’s New Rem- 
edies, and Dr. Gibbons has fully exposed the wrong 
of imposing worthless California plants upon the 
Eastern profession, as rare medicinal plants. We 
all know that our fields and mountains, yes, every 
district abounds with plants of medicinal value, all 
having a domestic reputation of long standing, but 
of no decidedly marked characteristics, such as make 
it desirable for a druggist or physician to incumber 
their shelves with them. * * *—Letter from 
some one whose name is omitted in the original. 

EDITORIAL REMARKS.—It is true, we have been 
conservative in regard to inducing the use of articles 
we had not become fully convinced were valuable 
to the profession. _When Cascara Sagrado was 
announced by this house and Dr. Bundy, we ex- 
amined thoroughly our extensive collection of bo- 
tanical works and authorities, and were unable to 
find any trace of it or anything that would justify 
us in tlucing it upon our list, although constantly 
importuned to do so, nor could we upon corre- 
sponding, find any one who had ever seen it. We 
thought it, like Condurago, a speculation, and de- 
clined to put it upon our list. Finally we received 
a consignment of what purported to be Cascara 
Sagrado, and put it upon our secondary list. When 
this list was shown one of the agents of the house 
of P. D. & Co., he ridiculed the idea that any other 
house or party had any of the article, or could ob- 
tain it; this had been announced among the trade, 
and we learned, had given rise to the suspicion 
that Cascara was a preparation or compound o, 
vartous active cathartics, justified perhaps by the 
secrecy that had surrounded its i pial An 
examination of the consignment we had received, 
revealed a similarity to the bark of the Rhamnus 
Catharticus. * * * Tilden's Fournal of Mate- 
ria Medica, 


Coto Bark. 


OTO bark is now receiving considerable at- 
C tention in our European exchanges, as a 
remedy in affections of the bowels, and seems 
likely to become as popular in this country as 
jaborandi, cascara sagrado or grindelia robusta. 


We note, however, that the German medical jour- 
nals, state that they do not know the botanical 
name of this drug (as did Dr. Bundy with refer- 
ence’ to cascara sagrado), and we are breathlessly 
awaiting the strictures of the hypercritical Gibbons 
on the imposition to be inferred. 

By the way, we cannot but notice the interest 
taken by our foreign brothers of high professional 
rank in the testing of mew remedies. 

We are indebted tothe same sources for the first 
thorough investigation with regard to eucalyptus 
globulus, guarana, jaborandi, and many other 
hr now considered indispensable to our materia 
medica. Why will not our American investigators 
follow this exemplary teaching ? 
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Book Reviews. 


Epidemics, Including Treatment of Scarlet 
Fever. By ohn A. Larrabee, M. D., president. 

This is a paper read before the Kentucky State 
Medical Society, held at Hopkinsville, 1876. From 
the. author. 


The Medical Advance. This is a quarterly of 
24 pages, and edited by C. Henri Leonard, M. D. 
Of its 21 articles 11 are illustrated, and its editor 
claims for it priority in this new style of journalism. 
The first number is a credit to the editor, engraver 
and printer, and should. be a success for 50 cents 
per annum. 


Michigan Medical News. No. 1 of vol. ii of 
this lively semi-monthly is on our table, dressed in 
a new suit, and a clean, handsome frontispiece. 
Itis the first medical periodical that has paid its 
way the first year of its issue in this State, and 
what is more, it is even remunerative—12 double 
pages for one dollar, besides 25 pages of adver- 
tisements gratis. Dr. Mulheron, its editor and 
publisher, ;is to be congratulated for giving to the 
profession.so much information for such a small 
sum. of money. 


A History of the Diagnosis, Pathology and 
Treatment of Yellow Fever.. By 7. 2B. Marvin, 
M. D., late resident physician to the Yellow Fever 
Hospital, Louisville, Ky. Reprinted from the 
American Practitioner, 1878. 

The doctor considers yellow fever as a continued 
fever marked by slight remissions, “‘and is depend- 
ent upon a specific blood poison, as yet not dem- 
onstrated by the microscope.” He does not enter 
upon the causes and prevention of the disease, 
and treats only of the symptoms, diagnosis, path- 
ological anatomy, treatment and general remarks. 


The Medical Press and Circular. (Established 
1838; London, England.) It is with pleasure we 
welcome this old and valuable journal on the list 
of our exchanges. Its number for 20th November 
starts off with a “Course of Clinical Lectures” by 
Prof. Charcot, on the “Pathological Anatomy of 
the Lungs,’”’ and whoever has read his lectures on 
Nervous System cannot well fail to read those on 
the “Pathological Anatomy of the Lungs.” Its 
editorial columns discuss “The Alcohol Ques- 
tion,” ‘ Dental Registration and Dental Diplomas” 
and “Wharton Jones on Blood Letting.” Fur- 
nished to subscribers of NEW PREPARATIONS for 
$8.00 per annum, NEW PREPARATIONS included. 


How to Take Care of Our Eyes ; With advice to 
parents and teachers in regard to the management 
of the eyes of children. By Henry C. Angell, M. 
D., Professor of Ophthalmology in Boston Univer- 
sity, etc., etc. ; 3d edition. 

The above is the title of a little book of seventy 
pages, and is written in the interest of the non- 
professional reader. It is a plain statement of the 
causes of the derangement of vision from child- 
hood to adult age, with sufficient illustrations to 
make it understood ; one of its finest features isthe 
advice given when vision becomes feeble, from 
whatever cause, “to consult at once a good ocu- 
list.” It should be in the hands of all those who 
are engaged in'the instruction of our youth. For 
sale by Roberts Brothers, publishers, Boston, Mass. 


First Biennial Report of the Board of Trus- 
tees and Officers of the Kansas State Insane 
Asylum, at Ossawattomie, and Board of Com- 
missioners of the Topeka Insane Asylum. To 
the Governor of Kansas, from the Superintendent, 
A. H. Knapp, Esq. 





The report covers one year and seven months 
since the law of its organization was changed. 
The whole number of patients received was 360, 
59 have been discharged restored, 27 improved, 17 
improving, 3 eloped, 1 was not insane, and 30 have 
died; present number, 230. The report shows 
that Kansas, in the management and care of her 
insane, is following closely the institutions of the 
eastern States, and we can safely recommend the 
similar institutions of Michigan as models to copy 
after. 


Transactions of the Medical Society of the 
State of West Virginia, 1878.-—-This Society held 
its 11th annual meeting in Weston, May 22d-23d, 
and, from the minutes, had a pleasant and profita- 
ble meeting. The report of the treasurer, Dr. J. 
C. Hupp, shows that the Society is in a healthy 
condition. 

The. annual address was given by the president, 
Dr. J. W. McSherry, and was devoted chiefly to 
the subject of State Medicine. Dr. M.S. Hall, of 
the Committee of State Medicine and Public 
Hygiene, read an able report, in which he urged 
that the State should at once organize a Board of 
Health. Dr. Boyd reported. on Extra-Uterine 
Pregnancy; Dr. Kunst, on Puerperal Insanity; 
Dressing of Wounds, by Dr. Sharp; a_ partial 
report upon the Medical Botany of Hardy county. 
by Dr. Gamble; Surgical Cases, by Dr. Frissell; 
Diagnostic Importarfce of Symptoms, by Dr. J. C. 
Hupp ; Psychologigal Medicine in the 19th Century 
—especially as to insanity in West Virginia—by Dr. 
Camden ; which, with the report on Necrology, by 
Dr. Cummins, makes a pamphlet of 122 pages. 
We cannot but congratulate our new sister in the 
progress she is making, as shown by her records. 


Narrowing, Occlusion and Dilatation of Lymph 
Channels — Acquired Forms. — By Samuel C. 
Busey, M. D., Professor of the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of Georgetown, etc., Washington, D. C, 

This essay is a reprint from the pages of th 
New Orleans Vedical Fournal, and refers only to 
the acquired forms of the disease. 

Chapter 1 treats of the Anatomy and Histology 
of the Lymphatic System. 

Chapter 2. Of the Anomalies and Lesions of 
the Thoracic Duct ; Rupttre of the Lacteals and 
Receptaculum Chyli; Chylous Effusions into the 
Serous Cavities; Movement of the Lymph and 
Chyle, and forces concerned in their Locomotion 
and Pathological Considerations. 

The reader will learn from the contents of its 
two chapters the nature of the essay; our space, 
however, will only permit us to say that it is a valu- 
able acquisition to the literature of the subject, 
and worthy of the efforts of its talented author, 
and to-be understood should be studied from be- 
ginning tothe end. 

“Congenital Occlusion and Dilatation of Lymph 
Channels,” by the same author, can be had of Wm. 
Wood & Co., New York city. 


Index Medicus.—This is the title of a monthly 
classified record of the current medical litera- 
ture of the world, and will be compiled under the 
supervision of Dr. Fohn S. Billings, Surgeon U. 
S. A., and Robert Fletcher, M. R. C.S., England, 
and published by F. Leypoldt, No. 37 Park Row, 
New York. Terms, $3 per year, payable in advance. 

“ This journal will record the titles of all new 
publications in medicine and surgery and the col- 
lateral branches received during the preceding 
month. These will be classified under subject 
headings, and will be followed by the titles of 
valuable original articles upon the same subject 
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found during the like period in medical journals Pamphlets. 
and transactions of medical societies. 


“The periodicals thus indexed will comprise all| Steam Appliances for Medical Purposes, By 


current medical journals and transactions of value, | py D 
: 3 iF- De Beers; 25 Bromfield street, Boston. 
so far as they can be obtained. “At the close of 7 : 3 igi T 


éach yearly volume a double index of authors and| . Sixth Annual,Announcement of the Physio- 
subjects will be added, forming a complete bibli- Medical College of Indiana, Session of 1878-79. 
ography of medicine for the preceding year.” Fourth Annual Report of the Officers and 
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In addition we can say that no one in the medi- 
cal profession can excel Dr. Billings as editor of| .” - . 
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soon as Congress grants an appropriation for the; Annual Report of the Pennsylvania Free Dis- 
purpose is ready to print his great /Va/zonalCata-|pensary for Skin Diseases, No. 920 Walnut 
logue of Medical, Literature. We welcome the | street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


“Index” to our list of exchanges, and bespeak ‘for | i 
it a fruitful patronage. & went | Report on Malpractice. A paper read before 


: | the Maine Medical ‘Association. By Eugene F, 
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advertisements to’ be published in the newspapers, | “/a¢erman, M. D. 
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that such: publications | were: waprofessional and | commenced vol. viii of this valuable and enterpris- 
: , : : ae |ing journal. | It occupies a field in the department 
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ould ts Row * haben bh peconni h of, materia medica, pharmacy ‘and therapeutics not 
wou ha revQKegs Saar ENCE His braver to. h before cultivated, and is as profitable to the physi- 
court that an injunction de issued restraining Such) cian as to the chemist. F, A. Castle, M. D., editor; 


action upon the part of the State Board of Health Wm. Wood & Co., publishers, 27 Great Jones St., 
the complainant insisting that such advertising was, yy. i 


neither dishonorable nor unprofessional. 

Judge Williams denied the prayer for an injunc-| Wood's Library of Standard Medical Authors. 
tion. We have received a. circular with the above an- 

The complainant ‘appealed from the decision of nouncement, in, which the publisher proposes to 
the Circuit Court to the Appellate Court of Illinois, | issue 12, vols. of medical’ works for $12, by. the 
October term, for the First District, and we learn | most distinguished modern and standard authors, 
the decision of the. Circuit Court was sustained, | in monthly numbers, of from 200 to 300 pages and 
indorsing the doctrine held by all the members of} upwards, handsomely bound. / This library will be 
the regular profession, ‘that advertising in the) sold by subscription only, at $12 a year, invariably 
public papers is unprofessional, and dishonorable.” in advance, as numbers will not be sold separately. 
We fefer to.this matter in the hope that the Legis-.. We can assure our readers that what Mr. Wood 
lature of Michigan, at its next session, will protect & Co.promise will be performed, and a valuable 
her citizens from the dangers resulting from such collection of: books received for almost nothing. 
advertising, by adopting such or similar laws as| It isa splendid opportunity for young M. D,’s. 
our sister State of Illinois. and they should not neglect it. 
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THE VERY LATEST ON JABORAND!.—Jaborandi | vents disagreeable cerebral symptoms ; enables the 
is'to be classed as'an emetic. ''' While it may ‘exert | stomach, more readily to retain quinia, and larger 
a sialogogue and sudorific: action: without emesis,’| and more continuous doses, of these preparations 
just so may ipecac. They cause dilatation of and | may.be,used without causing cinchonism., About 
retardation of flow through the surface capillaries | ten grains of quinia with a third of .a grain of mor- 
by paralysis ‘of ‘the ‘sympathetic fibers’ distributed | phia-is the dose mentioned.—J/ed. Times. 
to them. Hence we have copious sweating and | 
secretions from ‘mucous surfaces,—Amer. FYour.| THE USEOF BAEL.—Dr R. P. Ritchie writes of 
Med, Sciences. |it, to the Medcal Times and. Gazette; ‘My ex- 

ae | perience of it has been very considerable. Having 

COMBINATION OF CINCHONA ALKALOIDS WITH | observed the good results following its administra- 
Morpnia.—P. G. Skillern says that by a combina- | tiow in the adult, it o¢curréd to’ me, when F joined 
tion of cinchona alkaloids with opium a much | thé'staff of the Edinburgh Sick Children’s Hospi- 
better effect is obtained in the treatment’ of inter- | tal, in 1863, that it would’ bé'a good remedy in the 
mittent fever: the effect is more decided; half the | catarrhal diatrhceas of children... In the chronic 
amount of quinia or cinchonia is required; pre-| form of this affection I found it Valuable, and, in 
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those cases which assumed the dysenteric: charac- 
ter especially so;- Igive:itisometimes alone, and! 
others» in: combination with sulphuric» acid. dn 
cases .in which much. irritability ‘of the» mucous 
membrane or | prolapsus. of the bowel is: present, 
the addition of; bismuth,at the same. time is advis- 
able.—Maryland Med. Fournat. 


A: New, REMEDY.--The,,Tong, Pang Chong ;is 
the: name of.a plant used by, the natives: ofthe 
Malay Peninsula for, the,.treatment -of| certain dis- 
eases of the skin, |.Dr. Murray, communicates, the 
results of} some experiments with. it to the Brvtesh 
Medical Fourna/,,.,He finds, it remarkably effica- 
cious.in, ringworm, and. certain allied diseases. .He 
regards it as superior|to goa powder... A fluid. ex- 
tract from the, root, of the. plant. was, used,».the 
method ,being! to paint the affected parts with it by 
means.of a-brush at, night, before; going to bed... A 
crystalline, substance enters into its composition 
which the writer surmises. is. chrysophanic; acid, to 
which, therefore, its good effects may..be,due— 
Archives.of Liermatotogy. 

TAYUJA‘IN: THE TREATMENT OF SCROFULO- 
sis.—This, remedy, so. highly lauded in the treat- 
ment.of. syphilis, has also beenemployed (by Al- 
pagonovello) in-cases df scrofula. In several cases 
of:hypertrophied ‘and suppurating glands; the-tinc- 
turé was given in doses of ‘2-10 drops thrice daily, 
while at the same:-time a mixture of ithe tincture 
with water—4-200-parts~-was applied locally... In 
the: majority, of. these cases; cure of the, wounds 
and), improvement. of, the, general condition took 
place within a few weeks, 

This, agent! possesses. .another, advantage -over 


icod-liver oil,.so ;>much used)-in these! affections, in 


that. it, has, no, unpleasant; odor, | nor jis-the /taste 
disagreeable. —AW/e., Med... Gentral-Zettung, No. 
88, 1878. 

FHE SOLUBILITY OF BILLS*IN ‘THE ALIMEN+ 
TARY 'CANAL++But' the most interesting ‘point: to 
the practitioner is this; that the’ pill which in water 
never fails to immediately break wp was thevery one 
that, in the case quoted;*remained in the alimentary 
canal-two-and three days unchanged: »Such-acci- 
dents are oftenicdnstrued as indicating ‘an unusually 
hard or. tenacious or antient’pill mass. I think, how- 
ever, they are quite as often due to: the cotidition.‘of 
the alimentary canal itself.. A therapeutic maxim, 
formerly much more observed than,at present, was 
to preface the administration,of quinine by,a cathar- 
tic, patticularly if there was much. disturbance of 


the digestive tract. The value of this, maxim I} 


practically learned very soon after I’ commenced 
the practice of médicine, and I presume it is a ¢om- 
mon ‘experience to find that the. desired, effects of 
quinine are sometimés obtained after_a cathartic 
when they had. been sought in vain before its ad- 
thinistration. .The casé that has served as a text 
for these, remarks would seem to suggest that often 
in the “ bilious ’ remitténts and kindred disorders 
the remedy may be absolutely unabsorbed,.no mat- 
ter how freely administered by the, stomach, If 
the ‘urgency of the case does not permit of the 
delay nécessaty to the pression treatment, the 
hypodermic method would seem to be the natural 
indication.— Leroy “M. Yale, M.°D., in. New 
Remedies, 

BALSAM OF GURJUN, IN. GONORRH@A.—-Bal- 
sam of gurjun, or wood-oil, is an abundant.product 
of some of, the,resinous trees. of India, resembling 
copaiba in appearange,.and said, by, some: to exceed 
it\in its specific: effects, .M. Vidal was.,the. first, to 





experiment with itin France, and he looksiupon it 
as! being possessed 1of. sch ‘remarkable: preperties, 
that it will rapidly come into general favor.) In: In- 
dia it has been used with success ‘in the treatment 
of leprosy, and, in one case of this disease under 
the care of M. Vidal, good results, have followed its 
administration. It is.in the, treatment. of goner- 
rhoea,, however, that;the most. brilliant results have 
been, obtained, the time of treatment yarying ,in 
seventeen, cases from ten to twenty, days, it -heing 
shorter in those: cases in, which it was begun after 
the inflammatory stage had passed, M, Vidal uses 
the, following formula: ! 
R.| Weod-oil,.-; 
y Syrup, aa.,4 grammes. 
Inf. anise seed, 46 grammes. ’ 

:This' draught'was administered’ twice a day-at the 
beginning:of ‘meals. It is seldom oe to exceed 
this dose, whichis well tolerated, and of which 
the only effect on the intestinal tract is the produc- 
tion of one or two stools within two hours after'the 
meal; the maximum dose was eight grammes, At 
first a certain amount.of nausea | is . produced,-but 
it._passes off very rapidly...,A quarter ofa glass of 
wine administered after the, potion. renders. it better 
tolerated. , One of..the advantages of the medicine 
is that there needibe,no; change. in the. diet ;,.wine 
was given during the whole treatment without pro- 
ducing. any, ill effects; -Employed;!with, the same 
care as, copaiba, gurjun| presents »marked) advan- 
tages; Its action is more rapid. and;(cextain, for jit 
has frequently succeeded where copaiba'|has failed; 
it gives rise to;no ‘erythema, it. gives no Uapleasant 
odor to).the breath or Jurine, Avhich is one: of; the 
inconveniences of copaiba;, locally, it; succeeded 
well.in vaginitis and -balanitis ; lastly,ut, costs less 
than copaiba.— Fournal, de Médecine et, de Chirur- 
Ste, December, 1877, . io 


AMMONIO-SULPHATE OF COPPER IN EPILEPTI- 
FORM FACIAL NEURALGIA.—Frére, of the Laij- 
boisiére, has found this, in doses’ of’ 0.07 ‘twice ‘a 
day, succeed Well when other means ‘had ‘failed. 
In one case 0.10 Was giver at one dose.— Rzchmond 
and 'Loutsville' Medical Fournat, 

DAMIANA (TURNERA  APHRODISIACA).—Dr. 
Summerlin, of Sunhill, Ga., states that, having seen 
this drug recommended for its aphrodisiac virtues, 
he determined to give it’a trial in the case of a 
patient, aged twenty-seven, who applied to him for 
treatment. | The ‘patient’ stated’ that a’ few’ years 
previously his right-testicle became inflamed, com- 
pelling him to remain’ at’ home ‘for ‘several days. 
After ‘the swelling left, the testis became “atrophied 
and tender’to the touch!’ He-had' previously prac- 
ticed Onanism.' The'sexual desire’ had ‘riearly left 
him: On examination the left testis-;was ‘found ‘to 
be soft and very small, the other normal: ‘He‘Was 
placed upon the usual treatmentnourishing’ food, 
nux vomica, ‘iron; and tantharides’; but he ‘did not 
appear to improve. °' He was then/ordered ‘to’ take 
oné drachm of ‘fluid extract of damiana three times 
a day.» In’a’short tine the testis began to enlarge 
and lose itsSensitiveness. |‘ Inthe course of a month 
it had regained its’ normal size, and its functional 
activity was restared.—-Virginza Medical Monthly 
— Phe Practitioner. 


GRINDELIA Rosusta.—-This drug is, a, good 
sedative to the mucous ,membrane of the air pas+ 
sages... In. chronic. bronchitis, and,,,the cough of 
phthisis.| have had. most excellent results. from, its 
use¢,;;acting as a cure in chronic bronchitis ;,reliey- 
ing the pain, of andthe frequent desire of coughing 
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in phthisis. I have not yet used it in asthma, but 
have known of its affording relief in one or two 
instances:—Z. L. Baker, M. D., in American 
Medical Bi-Weekly. 


A NEw STIMULANT.—The Sritish Medical 
Fournal gives a long account of a new stimulant, 
which has lately been described by the papers of 
Australia. It is called pitcherine by the natives, 
and is used by them as we use tobacco, both for 
smoking and chewing. " Its effect is that of a pleas- 
ant exhilaration ; when long continued, intense and 
continuous excitement follows. It is used, when 


on long foot-journeys, to invigorate and keep up 
the strength or excite them to courage in battle; 
large doses are said to infuriate all the passions. 
Some, of the natives make a plaster of the plant 
and place it back of the ears, believing they. are 
influenced by it—dm. Bi-Weekly. 


CEREUS BONPLANDIH.—-Some one of your very 
numerous correspondents has called attention to 
the use of the above species of cactus in all de- 
ranged conditions of the heart, whether from ac- 
tual organic disease or from functional disturb- 
ances: ‘I write to say that I have been using the 
medicine for some fifteen to eighteen months, and 
am of decided opinion that it is a medicine of 
much value. ‘In July, 1877, I was called to Albany, 
N. Y., to see an old gentleman who had evident 
a long standing valvular disease of the heart, with 
hypertrophy. The case’ promised very little, and 
the attending physician falling back upon the.ad- 
vice given by Dr. A. Clark, of New York, some 
years before, was “doing almost nothing in the 
way of medication,” but was really waiting for the 
patient to die. 1 found him-in a nervous, agitated 
condition, greatly exhausted, with extreme dyspncea, 
and with more or less congestion of the lungs. I 
advised. counter irritants, alcoholic _ stimulants, 
nourishment, and phosphorus. with, nux. vomica. 
The result was as 1 hoped, a great improvement 
within forty-eight hours. Soon after we put him 
on the tincture of the cereus bonplandii, and he is 
now and has been for months in a. very comfort- 
able condition, able to walk with more ease and 
to. greater distances than for years previously, 
I have used the medicine in a number of other 
cases, generally with marked benefit—/V. LZ. North, 
M. D., in Medical Brief, 


BERBERIS AQUIFOLIUM,—In the July number of 
The Circular | saw an article on the above-named 
drug. I believe that 1 have, had. as much experi- 
ence in its use as any. one, and am satisfied from 
the article that the gentleman who wrote it is not 
conversant with the drug under consideration. In 
saying so, however, I mean botanically. If his de- 
scription is,a correct one of Berberts aquifolium, 
then Prof. Asa Gray and Prof. Alphonso, Wood, 
with myself, are altogether mistaken in Berderis 
aquifolium as a species of the natural order Ber- 
beridace@, and belonging to that genus (Berberis). 
Now this order on this coast.has three genera-— 
Berberis, Vancoveria and Achlys. As a genus 
the Berberis is composed of four species, as fol- 
lows: \B. repens, B. aquifolium, B. pinnata, and 
B. nervosa. As described by. A. Orfilia the Ber- 
beris aquifolium has leaflets from 1 to 6 pairs. I 
introduced this drug two years ago as an altera- 
tive and tonic, especially as an alterative in syphilis. 
The botanical description of the Berberzs agutfo- 
lium which J introduced (and which was named by 
Profs. Gray and Wood to satisfy myself that I was 
using ‘that species) is as follows: It is a shrub, 
and in this locality grows from 2 to 6 feet high. 





Leaflets in pairs from 7 to 11, and not from 1 to 6; 
the lower pair distant from the stem, ovate to ob- 
long-lanceolate, 14 to 4 inches Jong; acuminate, 
evergreen, shining above, sinuately dentate, 
numerous spinous teeth;.racemes 1}4 to 2 inches 
long, clustered chiefly in the subterminal axils ; 
fruit globose. Berberis repens as follows: Pro- 
cumbent shrub, /ess than a foot high, leaflets from 
3 to 7; ovate, acute, not acuminate, 1 to ‘2% inches 
long, ot shining above; racemes few, terminal 1 
to 2% inches long. Berderis pinnata: Leaves 
much crowded and nearly sessile, the lower pair of 
leaflets being approximate to the petiole; leaflets 
usually 5 to 7 racemes, more frequently lateral upon 
the branches; fruit oblong-ovoid. Berberis ner- 
vosa: Stem simple, but a few inches high ; peti- 
oles. and peduncles! springing from the apex, ac- 
companied by dry glumaceous, rigidly accuminate 
bracts ; leaves 1 to 2' feet long; leaflets from 11 to 
16, ovate accuminate ; racemes elongated ; pedicles 
short ; fruit larger than all'the other species. Allof 
the species but the last are pinnately veined ; the 
last species is palmately veined or nerved, as it’ is 
termed. The above is a faithful and perfect de- 
scription of the whole family of Berberis. that exist 
on the Pacific coast ; and that the species will get 
mixed is just what I expected, as I did of: the 
Grindelias (the robusta and squarrosa). I do not 
know what the active principle of the Berberis may 
be called by chemists, but that it cures syphilis ‘as 
a drug, and cancer too, is*most positive. I intro- 
duced the drug some two years ago, and have since 
that time written considerably upon it as a drug to 
be used for the cure of cancer or syphilis; and the 
cases it hascured of what has been termed etther 
have not been few. Ido not think that everything 
that is a barberry is the Berberds aquifolium. 1 
am well satisfied that the thing is mixed, from the 
fact that our physicians here do not know the spe- 
cies and call every Berberis aguzfolium. The de- 
scription given by A. Orfilia in your journal is not 
that of the Berderds aquifolium, and 1 will send 
botanical specimens to any botanist of note who 
will take the trouble to analyze the plant, if my 
remarks on the subject are not sufficient. As to 
the properties of the different species I do not claim 
to know them. Having tested the Berberis, and 
introduced it to the profession, 1 do know some- 
thing of its value as a specific.— 7. H. Bundy, M. 
D., in Druggists’ Circular. 


BERBERIS AQUIFOLIUM.—(Aolly-leaved Bar- 
berry)—Pursh: Leaflets 1-6 pairs, not approxi- 
mated, coriaceous, ovate-lanceolate, or elliptical 
oblong, oblique and slightly cordate at the base, 
margin repand with thorny or spinulose cuspidate 
teeth ; racemes short, nearly erett, clustered ;' fila- 
ments 2-toothed; berries dark purple. Leaflets 
generally 2-3 pairs, very coriaceous, and in this 
locality more or less evergreen. Flowers yellow, 
This is an under-shrub, 8 to 18 inches, rarely, but 
sometimes, 3 feet high, branching, erect, but often 
procumbent. The leaflets 1 inch to 2% inches 
long, reticulated—often obscurely—on both sides, 
Common to the middle elevations of the northern 
portions of the Hills, to the Big Horn and Wolf 
ranges, the middle elevations of Colorado, the head 
waters of the Arkansas, and in the Ratoon 
ranges. 

The B. pinnata and B. repens seem to be but 
varieties of this; the characters are certainly not 
distinct, so far as my observation extends. This 
plant is generally found abundantly upon expo- 
sures to the south and east, in the rich vegetable 
mould which’ covers these hill-sides; it is also 
found upon almost barren rocky places, especially 
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the feldspathic granite and porphyritic formations ; 
and, of course, less robust, the leaflets very sel- 
dom having more than two pairs, and approach- 
ing nearer the form of the 2B. repens; the berries 
smaller, more acid, and less pleasant in flavor. 
It flowers in May, and ripens its fruit in August 
and September. The fruit is acidulous, and in 
flavor reminding one of the /zme, dark purple in 
color, and covered with a bluish bloom. Root 
yellow. 

This plant is most absurdly termed »‘* Oregon 
grape ;” it is difficult to conceive why it was thus 
named. 

The root is the part: which is used as a medi- 
cine; this is one or two feet or more in length, 
and about, one-fourth inch in diameter, more or 
less woody, and in color a bright yellow, often 
orange yellow; the cortical portion thin, of the 
same color, the epidermis thin and papyraceous, 
dull greenish or brownish yellow ; the upper por- 
tion of the root is quite woody, and hardly to be 
distinguished from the stem above ground. 

My attention was first called to this plant, some 
years.ago, by-the hunters and guides; I then took 
but little notice of it. With them it was a remedy 
of great value in the treatment of the low bilious 
fevers of the mountains, and as a cathartic ; they 
used it; as also did the Indians, in all forms of bil- 
iousness; and the berries (fruit) are often em- 
ployed as a remedy in scurvy, and as a general 
anti-scorbutic, and are also made into a sauce, and 
used as food. 

This plant has, in general, the medical proper- 
ties common to the Berbertdacee, and unites in a 
marked degree the properties of the Aydrastzs 
Canadensis with those of the Podophyllum pel- 
tatum ; but, as far as my observations have ex- 
tended, it Aas not the valuable and peculiar local 
effect upon the mucous membranes that we find in 
hydrastis. Later, my attention was again directed 
toit, from its value in disorders of the stomach, 
and) especially the bowels, arising from improper 
and insufficient food, and privations, to which we 
are often subjected in this western , mountain 
country. It is also useful in the complaint known 
as the ‘mountain fever,” which is a bilious fever, 
often assuming the typhous forms. It is in such 
diseases as these that I have seen its best effects, 
and it is in them and their allied forms that I 
would suggest its use, and in such cases call the 
attention of the profession to the properties of the 
plant. The root yields its medical virtues to water 
and to dilute alcohol, and without any doubt con- 
tains an active principle, which, probably, is an al- 
kaloid, similar to, if not identical with, hydrastina 
in the Hydrastis Canadensis, and not a resin, as in 
Podophyllum. Its therapeutical effects, however, 
would, seem to indicate that it is combined with 
“a peculiar resin,” which modifies the therapeutic 
action of hydrastina; but, situated as I am at 
present, I have not attempted its isolation. 

Among the hunters and Indians, it is usually 
given in the form of a decoction—their only mode. 
I have also used it in the form of a strong tincture, 
four ounces to the pint of dilute alcohol, and ad- 
ministered in accordance with the result desired— 
from three or five drops toa teaspoonful. In cases 
of bilious fever I have found that it has its best 
effect when given in doses of twenty to thirty 
drops, no regard being paid to its action on the 
bowels, unless it should produce catharsis, which 
is very seldom the case. 

I would in this brief manner call the attention 
of the medical and pharmaceutical professions to 
this plant, knowing that it possesses valuable prop- 
erties which will at once commend itself to them. 
And if, as I suppose, its active principle is hydras- 





tina, we then will have found a cheap and abun- 
dant source of ‘that alkaloid.—A. Orfilia,Dakota, 
in The Druggists’ Circular. 


Coca oR Cuca.—In a leading article appears 
a review of the practical applications of this drug 
in fatigue proceeding either from physical or men- 
tal’ over-exertion. The writer bases _his.deduc- 
tions on Sir Robert Christison’s experiment, on 
similar experiments by Von Tschudi and others, 
and’ on bbservations in South America by Mante- 
gazza; he does not attach much importance to 
earlier and somewhat exaggerated accounts, of 
Europeans who have visited South America,and who 
have picked up their information from the natives, 
without making any original investigation,.. These 
deductions may be concisely stated: (1), Cocais 
a stimulant without increasing the pulse rate or 
body heat; on the contrary, the pulse rate usually 
falls, even after muscular fatigue—in Sir Robert 
Christison’s experience from 90 to 72 beats after 
two hours. (2) Coca suspends hunger and thirst. 
(3) Coca in moderate quantities is not followed 
by injurious or unpleasant after-effects, (4) The 
best effects are obtained by chewing the dried 
leaves (if properly cured) mixed with lime, though 
there is no reason to suspect that a carefully pre- 
pared infusion or vinous preparation does, not con- 
tain the active principle, which our writer supposes 
to reside in a peculiar form of tannin—perhaps, 
also, in an aromatic and volatile substance. (5 
In various forms of dyspepsia, colic, diarrhoea an 
general debility it has long been a favorite among 
the Indians, and Mantegazza reports his own ex- 
perience of its value in most of these affections. 
Drs. Colin, Fauvel, Gazedu, Rabutea, and_Cintrat 
bear witness to the value of this medicinal agent, 
especially in the form of vn de coca Mariani, in 
tonsilitis, albuminuria, and diabetes. Dr. Fauvel 
especially speaks of its beneficial effect in a péecul- 
iar form of rebellious granular pharyngitis, which 
resisted all other kinds of treatment. He also 
says, “Le coca est le tenseur par excellence des 
cordes vocales.”—Practitioner, Fuly, 1877—Bos- 
ton Fournal. 


SOME OF THE NEW REMEDIES.—Prof. Scud- 
der—Dear Sir: With this, | send you specimens of 
Cascara Sagrado, Yerba Reuma, and also a true 
specimen of the Lepigonum medium, The last of 
the list is true to name, as I have collected it and 
analyzed it, from the fact of having gathered it 
myself while in flower. If you can find any one 
who is competent to analyze the ‘first two without 
being in blossom, you will much oblige me. The 
specimens are such as I have had to deal with, and 
any information on the subject of botanical identity 
will be thankfully received. There may be botan- 
ists who can analyze plants , without the blossoms, 
but I cannot. 

Cascara Sagrado.(though the Spanish, appella- 
tion) zs a specific in constipation, atonic dyspepsia, 
chronic. congestion of :the liver, hemorrhoids, and 
kindred diseases. -When I first brought jit, to, the 
notice of the profession, it (like Yerba Santa, or-the 
Eryodiction Glutinosum, or Californian, as. botani- 
cally expressed) was not fully understood, any 
more than many remedies you yourself have written 
upon, and still need further study and investigation. 
I must say, however, that the Cascara Sagrado, 
though the name be vulgar (botanically considered), 
is a specific for the diseases, pathologically consid- 
ered, above mentioned, and no one who has used it 
will deny this statement. Suffice it to say, that 
even under the Spanish appellation; its physiological 
effects are the same as though the name were 
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Latin or Greek, and as a remedy for:constipation it 
is without a parallel.|i could not practice with- 
out it. 

Yerba Reuma is another drug lately brought to 

the notice of the, profession by. myself, under a 
Spanish appéllation. This, like Cascara, though 
acting in a different manner, acts upon. mucous 
surfaces. While giving tone to such membranes, 
it at ‘the samé time constringes locally the secre- 
tions by its action. upon the secernant system 
through the processes of tonicity and contractility, 
when locally applied, As an internal remedy, I am 
carefully testing the drug, and after further inves- 
tigation, will report in, that direction. From the 
above facts, which were obtained from cases too 
humerous tO mention, in its use upon, mucous sur- 
faces since I ‘introduced’ it as a remedy. in nasal 
catarrh, leucorrhcea, gonorrheea, and , gonorrhceal 
hi Sete and the. experience of a good number 
fs) paysians who confirm my investigations, of the 
remedy, I'am positive it will prove to be one, of the 
best drugs in such diseases. In this part of the 
country it stands paramount in these complaints. 
a J it, and satisfy yourself. 
_ Lepigonum Medium I have never tested, It 
gtows in many of the States, and especially .in the 
middle and southern, and abundantly around. the 
bay of San Ftancisco, and is known. vulgarly, as 
the’ sand’ Spurry. It belongs to the, Nat. Ord. 
Ca hyllacez, or pink family, and on this coast 
is made’ up of two species—the Lepigonum medium 
and the Lepigonum. macrothecum,.. I hope, some 
One Will test it, as it may prove to be of value... I 
will'send specimens of it,.as well as of Cascara 
and Yerba Reuma, and were it the proper season, 
would ‘send Berberis Aquifolium in. flower, as. 1 
have obtained and analyzed all the species, on this 
coast. | 

Having analyzed very many plants on this coast 
for physicians and druggists, 1 will still do so if 
they will Send me the specimens in, flower,, with a 
branch of the plant or shrub, with leaves, etc., that 
Tf may‘ know them to be herbaceous, or. shrubby, 
care uy préssed. Berberis needs no comments, it 
Speaks for itself, and has become a standard since 
its introduction. I am _ still testing drugs, and 
when fully satisfied of their value and action, will 
report ‘them.—.i AV Bundy, M.D., in Eclectic 
Med. Four. 4 


_—_— 


CURARE FOR ,EpiILEpsy.—Kunze,. has | lately 
recommended curare to.be employed in the form 
of a subcutaneous injection at, intervals of about.a 
week. The formula, he adopts is,seven, grains, of 
cur, re, dissolved in seventy-five, minims of, water, 
mixed With two drops of muriatic acid, eight,drops 
of this being a dose. 

BATIATOR ROOT, ‘A SUBSTITUTE FOR IPECAC, 
—(Stanislas Martin.) The author gives a‘déstrip- 
tion’ of this 'radt, which ‘is desived: from a’ plant 

Wing ‘in Senegal! Seeds'of it have’been planted 
n'the-Museum 6f Natural History at’ Paris, from 
which the plant will-hereafter be determined. ‘The 
Foot! is identical in ‘its effects with ipécac, in’ 'the 
samé 'doses-ZL" Union Pharmaceutique. 


, EREATMENT OF '\WHOOPING-COUGH By, TINC-+ 
TURE, OF ,DROSERA.—A ‘paper, which: appeared 
une 25th,,1878, in the Fournal de Thérapeutique, 
Dr, Lamare, ‘on the Treatment of | Whooping- 
Cough by the, Tincture,,of Drosera, has: excited 
considerable attention, and, the effects: obtained | by 
various observers, haye been. different., .M. Créquy, 
ina,child of three months rapidly effected a reduc- 





tion in the number jand. violence of the fits: of 
coughing,’ so that fromthe end of the fifth day 
they almost completely disappeared. The same 
result occurredin another child of three years, 
recovery being almost complete in ‘about ‘fifteen 
days. Mr. C. ‘Paul, -however, was ‘less - fortunate, 
the remedy appearing’ to ‘be without action. The 
plant used is the Drosera rotundifolia. Its diges- 
tive’ properties are well known since Mr. Darwin's 
observations upon it, and further investigation 
would be serviceable. 

CONDURANGO HEARD FROM AGAIN.—In' the 
Deutsche Med. Worch, Dr; Burkmann’ relates'two 
cases of cancer of the stomach, so diagnosed’ by 
several skillful physicians, both very much relieved, 
and one quite cured, by the use‘ of condurango 
bark, according to the form and dose recommend- 
ed by Prof. Friedreich’ (described in Naphey’sSer- 
gical Therapeutics, p.464). Dr. Burkmann earn- 
estly recommends this plan 'to,his colleagues. He 
is careful, during the. treatment, ‘to forbid: the use 
of opium or morphia. | His words certainly deserve 
attention, for we are powerless before this: terrible 
disease.— Med. and Surg. Rep. 

SINGULAR PLAN OF: COUNTER-IRRITANT FOR 
STINGS+The: southern darky, to cure a’ tooth- 
ache; will put a piece of redpepper in his eye: We 
had always taken literally his explanation, that he 
‘“‘soon done got enuff to do with dat ‘eye, dat dar 
war'nt no time to think of de tooth,” » But-accord- 
ing to Dr. Lucas, of the Bombay*army, the: pro- 
ceeding is rational, after-all.. This writer describes 
a similar treatment for scorpion stings. He says: 
‘The sting is at first like a sharp prick from* the 
point of a needle or a finely pointed nail, andinva 
very few seconds it assumes a very agonizing form, 
as if innumerable pins and needles were thrust in- 
to'the part... It then shoots up. the limbs, ‘along 
the course\of the main nerve trunk, and is’ after- 
ward ofa darting and most excruciating nature, 
reaching its climax in from three to: five minutés. 
When: a' pinch of. powdered alum is: put into the 
eye (the eye of the affected side being preferable), 
the pain of reflected ‘irritation ceases almost’ in- 
stantly as the conjunctival mucous membrane be- 
gins ‘to smart; the local pain, perhaps less severe 
than before, gradually subsides ‘after some hours, 
and its disappearance is, I.am inclined. to think, 
expedited by firm and steady pressure.’ In regard 
to'the modus operandé of the alum: cure, 'I will re+ 
frain from saying:anything beyond that it probably 
acts: by: ‘distracting pain and: irritation elsewhere,’ 
—Med. and Surg. Reporter. Ms 

COTOIN:'AS| A’ ANHYDROTIC.—The ‘London 
Medical Record states that Dr. Fronmiiller /ob- 
served, in the case of a phthisical: patient, suffering 
at the:same time from: colliquative diarrhoea and 
sweating, that, under the use of full: doses of: tinc- 
ture of coto, both these symptoms: disappeared. 
After this, he» gave tincture of ‘coto, in ninety-one 
cases) of excessive sweating; in’ thirty-four) with 
complete, in| thirty-six with partial success, and ‘in 
twenty-one! without’ result. »\ The beneficial» action 
of-coto; which seems ‘to have as: its basis the rais- 
ing of the energy of the-blood-vessels of the skin, 
generally lasted ‘only one night, but often for'a 
longer time. Digestion’ was not interfered with; 
the appetite was, indeed, often’ increased, so that 
Dr. Fronmiiller was led to give the tincture as a 
stomachic in ithe morning, in ‘some ‘cases’ ‘df ario- 
rexias' Fhis absence of ‘any injurious: effect on'di- 
gestion gives coto a great advantage: over: other 
remedies tised tovarrest’sweating, such’ as tannin, 
lead; nitrate! of silver, aconite, alum, ‘etci iid 
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Dr,. Fronmiiller has, given cotoin, and paracotoin 
in eighteen cases.of diarrhoea of various forms; in 
nine with complete and in six with partial success, 
and in three without result. He, has also. given 
them, in eighteen. cases, of night. sweat; in eight 
with complete, in nine with partial success, and in 
one without result. . Paracotoin was given -in five 
cases; cotoin in.thirty-one. 


GNOSCOPINE.—The English chemists, T..&) H. 
Smith, announce the discovery of a ew -opiium 
alkaloid; which they call gnoscopine, | This’ sub- 
stance forms readily crystallizable salts, which have 
an acid reaction. ‘This: substance is) insoluble in 
water, or at) least in only 1500 parts, When pure 
it is in the form of long, thin, white’ needles,-hav- 
ing, when dry, a woolly character. 

THE EUCALYPTUS IN MALARIAL DISORDERS: 
—Dr.'H. B. Dow, of London, ¢ontributes the fol- 
lowing experience with this remedy, to the’ London 
Lancet: 

In the first case in which’ I tried ‘it, it was ‘sug- 
gested to'me by my patient, he: saying that he had 
taken quinine by the pound without result, and 
that 'the eucalyptus was ‘the’ only remedy. for him. 
He had’ many years sitice contracted malaria ‘of the 
worst'type in the Doufto~district, and had tried 
most remedies without avail. A very few doses of 
the tincture of' eucalyptus globulus removed the 
symptoms. 

In the second ‘case, my patient had been many 
years abroad as a missionary, and ‘suffered severely 
from intermittent ‘fever contracted during his labors 
in tropical climates. He also found no relief from 
quinine, but was very speedily relieved by the eu- 
calyptus. 

In the third case, my patient was a gentleman 
who had lived many years in India’and China, and 
during his residence abroad had had seven attacks 
of ague. Recently he experienced a return of his 
old symptoms, and took quinine, .aS he had" béen 
accustomed to, to check the illness. »' However, on 
this occasion it failed to produce the usual effect, 
so I recommended him to try the eucalyptus’ The 
effect was'‘at once marked, and Speedily all his ‘in- 
termittent symptoms'left him. 

The remedy is pleasant to take, and the ‘dose I 
have prescribed is ten minims of the tincture. 


VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM OR BLACK Haw,—I 
wish to communicate for the benefit of the Fournal 
a few observations on the.use.of this remedy. As 
found in this locality, the plant is a tree-like shrub, 
growing in fence rows and along the water courses, 
and is distinguished by rare beauty of leaf and 
flower. It blooms:in April, in white clusters,' very 
beautiful to the eye, and the fruit is'a blue-black 
berry very grateful to the taste. My attention was 
first directed to its use as a therapeutical agent, ‘as 
a meeting of our State Medical Society a few years 
ago, and since that time [have tested it thorough 
ly in practice, with most gratifying results. 

Ist. In cases of threatened abortion I have found 
relief by the nse of an ‘infusion, made by macerat- 
ing 1 oz. of the.bark of\ the rodt ina pint of warm 
water. Dose, one ounce of the infusion every hour 
and ahalf. 

2. As. the bark, from) its/distinetly, bitter, taste 
evidently. possesses tonic properties, I determined 
to try its effect in the intermittent fever, so com- 
mon. in| this malarial.region.;, Accordingly I pre- 
pared a strong: tincture-——4 oz. of bark. to, 1 pint 
diluted jalcohol. I gave this in. tablespoonful doses, 
commencing; as soon as. there was intermission, 
and continuing at proper intervals,until ,about,.4 





hours before the next paroxysm was expected. I 
found it to act charmingly in preventing a return 
of either chilly or febrile symptoms. 

3. My own experience satisfies me that this' rem- 
edy should be used as a prophylactic in all malarial 
districts of country. Ihave urged its use in this 
way, in the families of my: patients, and have had 
the satisfaction of witnessing the beriefit accruing: 

4th. I have also prescribed the powdered barkin 
5 or 1o-grain doses, immediately after ‘eating, ‘to 
check dyspeptic symptoms, acidity of the stomach, 
etc., and with the most happy results. ‘i 

These crude remarks are hastily thrown together 
in hope that others may be incited to give the mat- 
ter fuller investigation. Our profession, in under 
taking the responsibility of healing the sick, binds 
itself to promote (so far:as each individual can); 
accurate knowledge of the therapeutical ‘agents 
from time to time being brought 'to our notice, in 
the bountiful \store-house of Nature. And ‘each 
one, in communicating the practical results of his 
own experiments with comparatively unknown 
remedies, while at times conferring a benefit, ,is;at 
all times certainly discharging a duty, 


— 


JABORANDI IN HYDROPHOBIA.—In the British 
Medical Fournal, January 5th, 1878, Dr. J. G. S. 
Cogshill proposes jaborandi as a remedy in hydro- 
phobia, from ‘observation ‘of two’ cases of ‘'the 
disease in'man. “It/is interesting to note that Dr. 
Cogshill was anticipated in this suggestion by the 
writer of the article on hydrophobia in ie ee 
Surgical Therapeutics (p. 165), and from the 
same course’of reasoning. It is to be hoped the 
drug will réceivea fair trial in this generally fatal 
disease.— The Pharmacist. 


A SPECIFIC FOR WHOOPING-COUGH.—Dear 
Str—I write you to say that I believe I have suc- 
ceeded in using a specific for whooping-cough. 

Believing that whooping-cough is the result of 
the location of a specific contagium on, or_in,the 
mucous membrane of the respiratory apparatus, 
from my experience with the muriate and carbo; 
nate of ammonia I. was, of the opinion that. the 
beneficial results obtained by their use in the treat- 
ment of bronchitis could, be ascribed to a. stimu- 
lant effect on the respiratory mucous membrane ; 
as the ammonia is, eliminated from the system 
through this membrane, In looking over thelist 
of antizymotics I rejected all the familiar prepara- 
tions as most likely useless, or they would shave 
been found useful long since, I concluded.that; to 
subserve the purpose indicated I must;have an 
antizymotic that will be eliminated by the,respira- 
tory mucous. membrane, and the only-thing likely 
to answer the purpose would be the picrate or 
carbazotate of ammonza, 

I have treated six children suffering with, whoop- 
ing-cough (at the Howard Dispensary) in accord- 
ance with the above. related conclusions, and, Lam 
very happy to. state, with the most, gratifying 
results, The mothers, assured me, that. after their 
children would take two or three’.doses of. the 
medicine the paroxysm. would. relax. in, Severity, 
and ‘in a couple of days would entirely subside as 
a paroxysmal congh with the well-known whoop, 
and a simple cough of ordinary laryngo-bronchitis 
remain., I gave the remedy in this way: 

R._ Picrate of ammonia, gr, i. 
Muriate of ammonia, gr. xxiv. 
Powdered extract of liquorice, 3i. 
Water, fi. 3 iii. 

M.—S. Teaspoonful every 3 -hours|to!a child 6 
months. and, under, doubling the | quantity. forma 
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child of about one year or two years of age, and 
giving as much as % gr. to achild 3 to 5 years 
of age. 

It might be a coincidence that these six children 
(belonging to three different families) recovered 
under the use of the medicine; but I, of course, 
believe it to be solely the result of the picrate of 
ammonia. My opportunity for observing whoop- 
ing-cough in private practice is very limited. 
Knowing that you are specially interested in thera- 

eutics, I would like you to submit the treatment I 
ave suggested to a test, provided it impresses you 
favorably. 

I have requested several of my friends in the 
profession to give it atrial. So far as I know, the 
treatment of whooping-cough heretofore has been 
quite discouraging, especially to parents, and I am 
very sure there would be no harm done or time 
lost by the treatment with picrate of ammonia.— 
Zz. T.. Dellenbaugh, in Philadelphia Medical 
Times, 


PHOSPHIDE OF ZINC.—Gros, in La France 
Medicale, extols this article, and’ advises its use in 
nervous affections, and especially in hysteria ; giving 
at the same time a long list of neuroses in which 
it has been successfully used by physicians in Am- 
erica and England. He says that, though hysteria 
is an affection strange in its termination, so many 
cures have been reported that we should. prefer this 
remedy to others because of its promptness of 
action, its facility of administration, and its innocu- 
ousness. It is stated that, contrary to expectation, 
it is innocuous, because if a toxic dose is given 
vomiting invariably occurs, which prevents the 
poisonous action of the drug. The best form for 
administration is the granule-—Medical Brief. 


PARKE, Davis & Co’s FLUID EXTRACTS.— 
In the way of new remedies, especially, in the form 
of fluid extracts, Parke Davis & Co. are doing the 
profession excellent service. Through the kindness 
of this firm we have been supplied with many 
new remedies, as they have been put upon the 
market, and especially have we been delighted with 
the results following the use of grindelia squarrosa 
in chronic ague, jaundice, and enlarged spleen. 

“The berberis aquifolium, another remedy pre- 
pared by them, is one of the best alteratives we have. 
We had a case of secondary syphilis on hand when 
we received a pound sample of this drug, and as 
we had been using iodide of potash, stillingia, co- 
linsonia, etc., with alternate symptoms of better 
and worse, we determined to resort to the berberis. 
B_ Fluid ext. berberis aq., 3j; syrup simplex, 
Pi M. S. One teaspoonful four times a day. 

he patient has been improving ever since, and 
we feel sure complete recovery will be the ‘result. 
When, we commenced the use of the berberis the 
patient was troubled with an occasional ulcer in 
the mouth, and with a scabby eruption on different 
parts of the body, which would almost disappear 
at times, then a few scabs would appear in the head, 
one or two pimples come on the iy and in this 
way the patient was worrying along. Since we re- 
sorted to the berberis the improvement has been 
uninterrupted. 

We have from this firm yerba santa, cascara sa- 
grado, kava-kava, and several others, which we are 
using almost daily with the happiest results, and 
will report as facts are positively established —Am. 
Medical Fournal. 

BERBERIS AQUIFOLIUM. — Though but lately 
introduced, this agent is attracting considerable 
attention—an attention which I consider so well 





merited that it gives me pleasure to contribute my 
mite towards a better understanding of its 
remedial action. Under the old rules of classifica- 
tion berberis would be called alterative and tonic. 
It» certainly has a most decided tonic action 
on all the functions ‘governed by the sympathetic 
system of nerves. While it stimulates and im- 
proves digestion and the different processes of 
nutrition, it at the same time increases exertion and 
retrograde metamorphosis as powerfully as the 
iodides. The solid constituents of the urine’ are 
largely augmented under its use, without diminish- 
ing the strength of the patient, owing, no doubt, to 
its tonic action on all the vital functions. 

Recognizing that a good normal condition of the 
digestive track for nutrition and bloodmaking on 
the one hand, and'a prompt removal of worn-out 
tissues and fluids on the other hand, are absolutely 
necessary to healthy life, and that all remedies 
should be directed towards the re-establishment of 
these condition when lost,a remedy with so pow- 
erful an influence to restore this equilibrium as.the 
berberis is worthy of careful study. 

I/had a marked example of its influence over the 
circulation through improved nutrition and inner- 
vation, About three months ago I was consulted 
in regard to a lady in an advanced stage of 
phthisis; cough very disturbing, and all evidence 
pointing to a rapid destruction of lung tissue. She 
was taking cod-liver oil, whisky toddy, and the 
hypophosphites, without experiencing any benefit. 
I ordered in addition gtt. xxx of the: fluid extract 
of berberis, added to the whisky toddy three or 
four times daily. A few days, afterward her hus- 
band called to tell me that that medicine had 
stopped his wife’s cough, and made her feel ever 
so much better. I found that it had restored her 
appetite, which had been entirely lost, arrested the 
cough,,and what to me was, the most important 
feature, reduced the pulse from 105 to 93 beats per 
minute. . The lady. has since moved across the bay 
to San Francisco, and expresses herself .as feeling 
better than she has for two years past. The ber- 
beris has evidently given her a new lease of life. 
If I had a case of incipient phthisis through im- 

aired nutrition, I should expect a prompt cure 
rom berberis, with such other means as the case 
might suggest. 

At some future time I shall dwell on. my ex- 
perience with the remedy in chronic diseases of the 
skin and constitutional syphilis, in the treatment 
of which I think berberis will occupy the front 
rank, when its properties become fully understood. 
—C. W. Hansen, M.D. in Eclectic Medical 
Fournal. 


SARRACENIA PURPUREA IN GOUT.—According 
to Foucaut the stem and root of Sarracenia ‘pur- 
purea is an effective remedy in chronic form of 
gout. Itis employed in form of an infusion, made 
from 1 to 2 spoonfuls of the powder at a time, 
mornings and evenings, and once during the day 
1 spoonful made into an infusion as a prophylactic. 
The violence of the attacks becomes greatly di- 
minished, and the alveolar movements more reg- 
ular.—Arch. der Med. in Ph. Zeit. f. Russel. 


TREATMENT OF CANCER BY PREPARATIONS OF 
Guaco (G. v. Schmidt: Cdl. /. Chtrurgie 1878, 
No. 16; from Wren. Med. Wochenschrift)— 
There seems no reason a przorz why some internal 
remedy may not be discovered which shall do for 
epithelial and other new growths what iodine does 
for'syphilitic new formations. Dr. Schmidt sug- 
gests guaco, which he has used in the form of 
tincture and plaster. 
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Editor’s Notes. 





THE Louisville Medical News copies the Med. 
and Surg. Reporter's remarks on Dr. Gibbons’s 
attack on Dr. Bundy and the new remedies he has 
introduced, but evidently does not indorse them, 
as the editor. Prof. L. P. Yandell, adds in a foot 
note: ‘We have used cascara sagrado, we have 
recommended it and like it very much.” 


THE Medical Press and Circular publishes the 
report of the commissioners appointed by the Sec- 
retary of State (Great Britain) to inquire into the 
causes which tend to prevent sufficient eligible can- 
didates:from coming forward for army medical 
appointments. We learn from this report that, 
taken one with another, a young medical man 
obtains in civil life a net income of $1,500 a year 
within five years of commencing practice. After 
ten years he is unlucky if he does not net $2,500 a 
year, and thence his income gradually -risés to an 
average of $4,000 to $5,000. In exceptional cases 
these rates of income are very far exceeded. The 
practice of medicine does not pay any better in 
America, if we judge from our own observation, 
although our army surgeons are paid better than 
in Great Britain. 


CORRECTION.—In the October number of. the 
journal, the compositor’s false ‘punctuation de- 
stroyed the meaning of the letter of J. D. Looney, 
M. D., Brinkley, Ark. The doctor’s language, as 
intended, gives a high compliment to cascara 
sagrado, and to correct the error we reproduce a 
portion of his article. 





“So far as I have used your new preparations 
I am well pleased with them, especially the cascara 
sagrado, yerba santa, berberis aquifolium and 
gentiana. quinqueflora. _As a regulator of the 
bowels oe a tonic to build up the system after 
our malarious fevers, I have never seen anything 
to-equal the fluid extract cascara sagrado, com- 
bined with nitro-hydrochlo. acid.” 


WHITFIELD’S CAPSULE FILLER.—The im- 
portance of gelatine capsules in the administration 
of dry powders cannot be overestimated. A 
serious objection -to many of our most valuable 
agents of this class is their disagreeable taste. 
With the gelatine capsule in our hands. this 
objection is removed. It has been found, however, 
that the difficulty in filling the capsule is another 
objection in actual practice, which is by no means 
unimportant, and..has' interfered somewhat with 
the more general use of the improved method 
of administration. The filling by hand is a some- 
what tedious process, and when time is an object, 


the use of the capsule is frequently prevented 
from this cause. Whitfield’s Capsule Filler 
removes this last objection completely. With its 
use the capsules can be filled more quickly than 
the article employed can be put up in the form of 
“powders.” It isa pretty and ingenious piece of 
mechanism, and a decided ornament to a prescrip- 
tion counter. A knowledge of the benefits in the 
saving of time, and in the neatness with which it 
does its work, is alone necessary to insure for it 
a very large sale. See advertisement in the present 
issue of NEW. PREPARATIONS. 
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Subscriptions. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE for 1879, one dollar. 

The /ndex for 1878 is now ready, and every sub- 
scriber for 1878 is entitled to it. 

For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEW PREPARATIONS 
(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEws (semi- 
monthly) for ome year to any address. 

BACK NUMBERS (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back 
numbers, bound—Vol. I and II—each vol.—paper 
40 cents; board 75 cents. 

We should be pleased to have all who receive a 
sample copy of this number, continue with us, and 
hope they will send their remittances of one dollar 
each in to: us as speedily as possible, so that 
our mail list can be got in readiness for the next 
issue. 

Write, your name and address plaznly. When 
possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). A letter just’ reached us from New 
Zealand, in which neither the name nor address 
could ‘be deciphered! We cannot answer such 
letters. 

Send at once for our Prospectus, if you have not 
already seen it. It gives special rates for all the 
leading medical journals in the United States, in 
connection with NEW PREPARATIONS. It also 
contains our list of Premzums. 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices. of 
medical publications, notice that you can -obtain 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
year, without extra charges, if both publications 





are ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 

For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
and Henry C. Lea, we must hereafter charge their 
list prices, with $1.00 additional for NEW PRE- 
PARATIONS, as they no longer make the usual trade 
discounts to any publishers. To save you the an- 
noyance of making two remittances we will, how- 
ever, be responsible for your payment reaching 
them if sent to us with your remittance for NEW 
PREPARATIONS. . 

A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 
lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a ‘slight 
movement of the hand opens the case, throws out 
a match,-aad lights zt at the same moment. 
Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 
actual subscribers who send the names of Vew 
Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 
tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 
on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 
pays for himself at. the same time, he can send $1.00 
for another subscription, and claim the premium. 

Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 


We want more agents. Good smart men, ‘phy- 
sicians with little practice, drug clerks, or any. per- 
sons brought into direct contact with physicians, 
can do well by canvassing for us. The work is 
easy, honorable, requires no capital, and pays well. 
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We furnish sample copies graézs. »Write//at, 
once, stating your qualifications for canvassing, 
and the territory you want, and we shall be pleased 
to correspond with you. 

Agents now working for’ us are very puccessful 
thus far. 

If you have an unusually interesting case to offer, 
write its history in detail for the Original Depart- 
ment, to:the extent of, say, two pages of foolscap. 

If you'wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
Correspondence Department, to the extent of a 
page of note paper or finely written postal card. 


f Correspondence. 





Address ‘all correspondence and printed matter | 
pertaining ‘to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, | 
Detroit: 

In. corresponding, don’t; blame.us for an appar- 


éntjinat{édtion to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which 
ought to be answered; some have no signature, 
others no address, and many’ we cannot read either 
signature or:place. Your letter ofxcomplaznt will 
enable us to answer you, 

ANY inquiries you may wish to make concerning 
the action of any new drug, please to send tous; if 
we cannot readily answer it ourselves, we will give 
it publication. ‘Some one.out of our many thousand 
readers will undoubtediy~ be able,to give you the 
information you wish. 

WE shall. continue the reports of practitioners 
upon the remedies introduced to your notice. next 
year, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
other néw-comers as may be of interest to the pro- 
fession; hence we cordially invite physicians to 
send. us, for publication,,,their written, experience 
with any of the \zew remedies alluded to in our 


| columns, or upon kindred subjects. 








Miscellaneous Business Notices. 





Distilled Extract Witch Hazel. 
For'sale in bulk per gallon, or in 
PARKE, Davis & 


0., ‘Detfoit. 


Gurjun’ Balsam. 

The new substitute for copaiba, in gonorrhcea, 
for sale in quantities as desired, by 

PARKE, Davis & Co,, Detroit. 
Por Sale. 

Drug store doin 
small and clean ; 
ticulars address 

“ PHARMACIST, 


a paying business, . Stock 


Recures nearly new._,For_par- 


* PO. box 641, Detroit, Mich. 
A Fine Chance for Investment. 

A drug store in one of the best business loca- 
tions in the city of Detroit is now offered for-sale. 
The ,proprietor is, compelled by urgent personal 
reasons to close up his, business, within a brief 
period, and will offer stock, fixtures and good, will 
at very reasonable figures. Part cash is asked, and 
easy terms for the balance, if good security can be 

ven, 

8 Any one with.available funds will find a bargain 
in a cash purchase. ) 

‘The store is well stocked with every requisite for 
a first-class store, and is in excellent condition. 

Address “ DRUGGIST,” box 641, Detrojt, Mich. 


Michigan Medical News, 

Published semi-monthly. Terms only one dollar 
per.year,, Edited by Dr. J. J.\.Mulheron, assisted 
by, an able staff, Send three-cent. postage stamp 
for specimen, copy, 

Cascara Sagrado (Rhamnus Purshiana.) 

The’ fluid extract of this drug has been proved to 
be one of the:most useful /7guzd |cathartics: known 
to. the! profession...As :a' laxative: and'remedy in 
habitual constipation it has ‘no equal. 

PARKE, Davis'& Co., Detroit. 


Lactated Pepsine (not patented). 


A new compound digestive agent, composed of 
pepsine, maltose, diastase, pancreatine, lactic acid, 
and hydrochloric.acid.. Recommended in dyspepsia 
and,all_phases of malnutrition,.and i in sickness of 
pregnancy..| Specify “P., D,& Co's.” 


ound bottles. |: 





PARKE, Davis & Co, 


Empty. Capsules. 


Read carefully the article‘on this subject on ad+ 
vertising page I. Physicians are requested) to ex- 
amine Parke, Davis & Co.’s capsules in'comparison 
with others in the market. 


Pepsine and Pancreatine. 

These articles. from the laboratory .of Parke, 
Davis & Co. will recommend themselves for uni- 
formity and general therapeutical efficacy. 


Boldo. 


The new Chilian tonic recommended in dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea and rheumatism. See advertising 
page V. PARKE, DAVIS & Co. 


Quinine Flower. 

An antiperiodic of undoubted_merit, producing 
all the effects of -qtiinme, “éven to the /7nnztus 
aurum, See ady ertising page V. 

PaRKE, Davis & Co, 


Wvaa=y 


Elixirs, Wines and Syrups. 

Parke, Davis & Ca: have made many improve- 
ments in these elegant pharmaceuticals... Their list 
comprises all standard formule, as well.as the most 
recent combinations of new remedies... Physicians 
will insure satisfaction, and encourage quality, in 

manufacture by specifying, “\P.; D.& Co.'s’ on 
their prescriptions. 


Pink Granules. 

These granules are intended; to supply the need 
of, physicians: in-such cases as require minute doses, 
or frequent repetition, for adults, or in complaints 
of children....For the sake of beauty of appearanée, 
and|'to distinguish them: from: the regular line of 
pillsya coating of pink sugar is applied. Specify 
“P., D, & Co.'s Pink Granules’’ on your orders. 

PARKE, Davis & Co. 


oe 


Just Received, 

A large supply. of genuine fresh 
Cascara Sagrado, » Gurjun Balsam, 
Penthorum Sedvides, Folia Carobe, 
Gentiana Quinqueflora; ‘Bael Fruit, 
Berberis Aquifolium, Boldo Leaves, 
Yerba‘ Reuma, Jaborandi, 

Grindelia ‘Robusta. 
Pare, Davis & Co., Detroit: 





